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prompt; I shall not now insist upon it, though | office, but not expecting this bill to come up to~ | triend | from 
i mm 
| 88 whether, when this Government assumed | 


should have preferred this and the other amend- 
ments of the committee if I could have had the 
active codperation of those gentlemen who agreed 
with me in committee as to the tenure. am 
ready now to take up the bill and support what I 
suppose to be the action of the committee. If, 
however, the bill is attempted to be defeated on 
account of an objection which may be got rid of, 
1 must Cecline codperation with those who go 
further than even I desire togo. When I come 
to any point which interferes with constitutional 
duty, there | must stop. 

The first section of the bill of the House, as I 
have already said, proposes to get rid of all the 


courts and all the judges. The amendment of | 
the Committee on the Judiciary is to strike out | 


that section. Itpresents the issueatonce. Those 
gentlemen who are in favor of getting rid of all 


the judges and all the courts, and of then build- | 


ing up a new ee with new judges, will, of 
course, oppose the amendment. | am willing to 
continue the present judges; but I care nothing 
particularly on that subject. Lam, however, soli- 
citous that the judges shall not be limited to their 
tenure; because I think that unconstitutional; or per- 
haps [ should more properly say that | am rather 
doubtful of the question than satisfied about it. 

Mr. BAYARD. I move that the Senate do now. 
adjourn, 

‘The motion was not agreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes 17, noes 20. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I believe this 
involves as much principle as almost any bill that 
has been brought before Congress. It has not 


been explained in all its provisions. If any one | 


had told me that such a bill as the one which has 
come to us from the House could have passed that 
body with the unanimity and with the numbers 
that sanctioned this bill, | could not have believed 
it. But, sir, such is the fact. I now say to the 
Senate that this bill, in its aim and in its provis- 
ions, contains propositions which are utterly incon- 
sistent, in my opinion, not only with the Consti- 
tution of the United States, prescribing the tenure 
of judicial office, but in violation of g6od faith to 
the present judges who hold these offices. Here 
let me ask, ** Doth our law judge any man before 
it hear him and know what he doeth?”’ Sir, you 
are condemning these men without knowing what 
is the truth of the charges against them. 

1 am told out of doors that the present judges of 
this District are unfit for their offices. Havel a 
right to take an opinion of that kind, uttered with- 
out any responsibility, to break down the tenure 
of an office that has subsisted from the beginning 
of this Government to this time, by the approba- 
tion and judgment of the wisest juris consults in 
this country? I do not know that my friend from 
Georgia fully understands the mode in which this 
measure is to be managed; but have we not agreed 
that these are not legislative courts? Have we not 
determined that they are not legislative judges 
merely? And yet from the eagerness, and 1 must 
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|| day; I-have not them with me. Let me, however, 


|| jurisdiction over the District of Columbia, it was 


,| assumed as @ jurisdiction over a transitory terri- | 


|| tory, one that must have, necessarily, a limited 
|| existence? Was it not, on the contrary, under- 
| stood that the Government assumed a permanent 
|| jurisdiction over this Territory? When the judi- 
|| cial system of the District was established, was 
|| it not understood that it was that kind of system 
|| contemplated by the Constitution itself? as it 
| not clearly understood that there could be no limit 
| to the tenure of the judicial office in these courts, 
except that prescribed by the Constitution? In 


| 


| the existence of the territorial government. In 


| and was to be coextensive with the existence of 


the District of Columbia, as the seat of Govern- | 


| ment of the United States. 

Well, sir, what did our forefathers do? What 
did the men who organized this Government, and 
| put the judicial system into operationdo? When 
| they established the courts of the United States 


|| behavior. What does this bill from the House 
propose? To put the judges under the control 
and discretion of Congress, whenever Congress 
| may think proper to legislate upon the subject. 
That was not what our fathers did. The act of 
1802, under which the judicial system of this Dis- 


trict went into operation, provided that the judges | 


should be appointed by the President and con- 
firmed by the Senate, and should hold their offices 
| according to the tenure prescribed in the Consti- 


|| tution. Now, I ask the Senator from Ohio, who | 


|| sits beside me, to read that clause of the Constitu- 


| tion. 
Mr. CHASE read as follows: 


“The judges both of the supreme and inferior courts 
shall hold their offices during good behavior, and shall, at 

| stated times receive for their services a compensation which 
shall not be diminished during their continuance in office. ’’ 
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under which this judicial system went into opera- 


\| tion, and that was the tenure under which these | 
|| judges were to hold their offices—during good be- | 


| havior, or for life. How is that invaded here? By 
|| assuming that you can turn these very judges out 


! by abolishing their offices. Why, sir, it is not 
| 


| 80. This bill provides for abolishing the criminal 
|| court, as it at present exists, and in the very next 
| sentence it provides for a criminal court, and 
| leaves it open for the President to make a new 


|| the gentlemen who hold the offices of judges in 
|| this District were appointed for the tenure pre- 
| scribed in the article of the Constitution which 
has just been read by the Senator from Ohio. 


_ But, perhaps, gentlemen are now more enlight- | 


| ened than our forefathers were when they put this 





the Territories there was originally a limited ten- | 
ure, in some cases for ten, in some for four, and | 
| some for three Tart but always to expire with || 


this case, however, the tenure commenced with | 


|| they provided a certain tenure—the tenure of good | 
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(Mr. Toomss) has said, that 
*s time | *aBalished the offices 
of the ten jydged treated byJoho Adams. | shall 
not undertake to say *whtether"that was constitu- 
tional or not. They could not help themselves; 


| but I believe that act was done in good faith. 
| They abolished the office of circuit judge, in con- 


tradistinction to the judges who were then in the 


| Supreme Court, and the district judges, under the 


then existing system; and when they abolished the 
offices of those judges, they abolished the ver 
jurisdiction which they exercised. Do you teil 
me here that you can abolish the office, and yet 
retain everything that pertains to the jurisdiction 
for which that office was created? Sir, it is an 
evasion of the constitutional tenure by which 
these judges have held their offices. __ 
I agree with the provisions of this bill in regard 
to the fees and other regulations connected with 
modifying the proceedings of the courte. To that 
extent the Senator from Georgia and myself con- 
cur; but | understand now, for the first time, that 
the difference between him and myself is, that he 
| is willing to turn these judges out of office and 
bring in new ones with a prescribed tenure for 
| life. If the Senator from Georgia contends for the 
tenure of the Constitution, why turn out these 
judges? Lask any man, why? I| repeat, “ doeth 
our law judge any man before it hear him and 
know what he doeth?”” Why should you arraign 
Judge Morsell? I do not know him, and | know 
Judge Dunlop but slightly. Is it to be assumed 
that you can turn these gentlemen out of office 
under an irresponsible decision of the multitude? 





Mr. BUTLER. There, sir, is the provision | 


| appointment; that is all the difference. Sir, the | 


Sir, allow me to say, it is not the fair decision of 
|| the public mind of the District, as far as | can learn 
|| it. Ihave kept aloof from the bar here, | have 
|| conferred with but a few of them on the subject, 
but I think the gentleman from Indiana is greatly 
mistaken when he says nine tenths of the bar ure 
|| for this measure. Sir, I protest against this blow 
|| at those who cannot defend themselves. The 
|| object is to vacate the seats of those judges, that 
| others may be put in. I say you have no right to 

abolish these offices, uriless with a view to abolish 
|| the jurisdiction, and to really abolish, in fact, the 
offices themselves. | admit you can dispense with 
these offices if you choose; you can abolish every 
one of them in the District ot Columbia, and remit 
them to the jurisdiction of the United States cireuit 


|| judge for Maryland or for Virginia; but as long as 


|| you retain the very jurisdiction of the circuit and 
criminal courts, it is an evasion to disguise the fact 
|| that it is nothing more or less than cutting the 
|| very thread by which they hold their rights. 
|| Laid, sir, that | was not prepared to discuss 
| this question; and as | see that the Senator from 
North Carolina has now arrived, 1 will resume 
|, my seat, and I shall endeavor on Monday to sum 
|| up my notes and go more fully into the subject, 
} Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, I do not know 
| these judges, and I am moved in the vote which I 
am about to give, by no personal consideration 
| towards them, for or against them; but [ am like 


say the concert, which seem to be exhibited, I am || Constitution into operation. It shows that what } the Senator from South Carolina, utterly opposed 


afraid that, by a mere act of legislation, after four 
o’clock this evening, these judges will be im- 
peached and removed. I say that there has been 


an influence in some way brought to bear against || 


these gentlemen which is unjust to them. There 
is a cry raised without any just cause. What is 
the objection, except that Judge Cranch is said to 
be too old to do his work? Remember, sir, the d 

in the fable. After his master pursued him = 
overtook him, and he could not out any 
longer, the master whipped him; and he turned 
and asked him ‘“ for *s sake me; it is 
true | cannot hold out at this time, but remember 


what I have done.” Yes, sir, this venerable man, | 


who has shed light on ane Jemerenionse of the 
country by his luminous and able decisions for the 
benefit of the profession, is now to be condemned 
because he is eld, and is to be turned out in this 
form! The other judges are to be condemned 
without a hearing. Is this right? 


I had prepared myself with some memoranda 
on this subject, in rela ‘ 


|| is called progressive improvement is nothing more 
| than aggressive improvement. This is an aggres- 

| sion upon vested rights. 

When this system went into operation the ten- 

| ure of office was entirely different from that pro- 
vided for territorial judges. There were then 
territorial judges in existence, holding some for 


four years, and some for three years, but all of 


them judges only daring the existence of the ter- 
ritorial government. When Congress came to 
constitute judges for this District, they were 
looked upon as being as permanent as the judges 
of the circuit courts in the States. That was the 
understanding then. 

Now, sir, will gentlemen tell me that we can 
abolish the offices under this guise, and retain the 
jurisdiction? Will any man tell me that when this 

ill abolishes the criminal court, and yet retains 
the jurisdiction of a criminal court; when it abol- 
ishes the circuit court, and yet retains the juris- 
diction of that court, it is not, in effect, abolishing, 


tion to the tenure of judicial |) by implication, the tenure of these judges? My 


| to the introduction of such a principle as that 
| which this bill proposes, 
|| I do believe, sir, that the great question of the 
independence of the judiciary, is involved in it, and 
I believe further, that the rights and privileges of 
| a minority in Congress may be involved in it. The 
] day may come,and probably will come, when 
| some man of iron will at the head of this Govern- 
| Ment, with a decided majority in Congress, seek- 
| Ing entirely to prostrate the minority io the twe 
| branches of the National Legislature, and to make 
| everything subservient to his own will, may, by 
the influence which he shall exercise over Con- 
gress, procure a law abolishing these offices or 
these judges, who now constitute our protection, 
and the protection of all minorities here. When 
he shall have done that, what protection will be 
left to gentlemen in the two branches of Congress 
| who are undgr the ban of the powers that be, or 
| willbethen? Ithink that in the course of my 
congressional career, there was a case when a 
| President of the United States was believed to be 
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on the very verge of proceeding criminally within | them. I am willing to sit here to finish 
this District against a Senator of the United States, | 


then in a minority. 1 will not mention names. 
Sir, | am not legislating merely for this time; 
there is no danger now; but I am looking ahead 


to what may happen when you and I, and all of | 


us, are under the sod. 


head of this Government who may seek to crush | 


the minority in Congress, perhaps, for aught we 
know, contending for the liberties of the people. 
The minority have a right now to appeal to these 
judges when their personal rights are invaded; but 
these very same judges who are intended here to 
be their protectors, may become the instruments 
of tyranny and oppression against that minority. 


I say, therefore, that the question raised by this | 


bill, has bearings and relations far beyond even 


that great question of the independence of the ju- 


diciary itself. 

But, sir, is there a man within the limits of the 
Senate who does not feel the importance of stand- 
ing up and maintaining the independence of the 
jadiciary of the country? It has been said to be 
the saainen of all the branches of the Government. 
In one respect, undoubtedly it is; it has no patron- 


tion or i 
at ail. hat is the strength of the present Su- 
preme Court of the United States? What was the 
strength of the Supreme Court of the United States 
in the days of John Marshall? Sir, it was the 
consciousness on the part of all who looked at 
their proceedings that th 

ble. 
as it is honest and intelligent, it is strong; but the 
moment it becomes corrupt and ignorant, it is 
utterly without any power whatever. 
protect it. 
used by John Marshall himself, in the convention 
of Virginia in reference to this very subject of 
the independence of the judiciary, and it ought 
never to be forgotten. He warned his friends in 
that convention, when they were about to make 
a constitution, that there was no greater curse that 
could be inflicted by an angry Heaven upon a 
sinning people, than a dependent judiciary. 


Now, sir, I entreat the Senate to pause before | 


| 


j 
j 
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Men may be then at the | 











to-day, but I cannot devote Monday to it. 
Mr. BADGER. I move that the Senate ad- 
ourn. 
. Mr. STUART called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
—yeas 20, nays 17; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Budger, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, But- 


ler, Chase, Clayton, Cooper, Dawson, Evans, Geyer, Ma- | 


son, Morton, Pearce, Sebastian, Seward, Sumner, Wade, 
Wells, and Wilson—20, 

NAVYS—Messrs. Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Clay, Dodge 
of Wisconsin, Douglass, Fitzpatrick, Hunter, Johnson, 
Jones of lowa, Mallory, Peuit, Slidell, Stuart, Toombs, 
Walker, and Wright—17. 4 

So the motion was agreed to, and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satrurpay, February 24, 1855. 
The House met at eleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer 


by Rev. Henry Sticer. 


TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I call for | 


|| the regular order of business. 
age; it has no power; and the instant that it loses | 


the confidence of the community, by any corrup- | 


orance, it ceases to have any strength || 


| 
| 
| 


ee honest and —— | of this body is considered responsible for its action, unless 
You need never fear the judiciary; so long | alah tims er rakeone ‘ ; 


We must | 
Sir, I never shall forget the words | 


on establish a principle upon which a court pro- | 


ceeding in this District, which has our personal || age a commerce in human beings, to aid and encourage 


rights under its care, is to become subject to every 
whim of party. I earnestly hope the bill will be 
defeated. 

Mr. TOUCEY. Mr. President, I did not sup- 
io that this question would be taken up at this 


ate period of the week, and acted upon with a || 
view to its passage, without full consideration, as I | 
think it certainly will be, if it is passed here on the | 


present occasion. The object of the first amend- 


there were any evils in the system of the admin- 
istration of the law in this District, as indicated 
by the bill which came from the House of Repre- 


sentatives, we should be willing to give them an | 


improvement upon that system and apply a rem- 
ely to any abusethat existed. Accordingly, this 
il 


has been amended with a view to give to the | 


District of Columbia the system that is proposed, 
without interfering with the judges who are now 
in office upon the nomination of the President, 
and theconfirmation of the Senate, under the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

Mr. BADGER. Will my friend from Connec- 
ticut allow me to suggest that he is in a situation 
with regard to this bill that a number of others of 
usare. I, as well as my friend from South Car- 
olina, look upon it as a bill involving the very 
deepest and most important principles; I wish, 
therefore, to 
ticut, that it would be much better for him to yield 
now to a motion to adjourn. I have no disposi- 
tion to evade the question, but I think we cannot 
come to a er decision of it to-day. I there- 
fore move that the Senate adjoorn. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I have no objection, if we can 
have the consent of the gentleman, to make the 
bill the special order for Monday, at one o'clock. 

Mr. BADGER. | am willing to agree to that 


ition. > 
r. HUNTER. I yielded the appropriation 
bills to-day with the understanding that Monday, 
and all the rest of next week, sh be devoted to 


44 
t to my friend from Conneca 


| 





QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 


Mr. GIDDINGS, of Ohio. “I rise to a question 


| of pares in regard to the Journal of this House. 
I shall occupy no more of the time of the House | 


i 


| than { deem necessary for my own justification. 


In order that I may not be misunderstood, I have 
reduced my question to writing: 

Whereas, under the Federal Constitution each member 
bis dissent appears by vote or objection duly entered upon 


the Journal or current report of its proceedings: 
And whereas, important bills and measures are pressed 


| through this body by resort to expedients until recently un- 
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this bill | 


| 





| 
| 


known to American legislation, by which such bills and | 


measures are often hurried to their legislative consumma- 
tion without explanation or discussion, and without being 
understood by those whose duty it is ty vote upon their 


sage: 


And whereas, on yesterday, the bill for carryinginto effect | 
the convention between the Executive of thia Government | 


and that of Great Britain, entered into on the 8th of Febru- 


ary, A. D. 1853, appropriating $277,000 from the 'T'reasury | 


was passed without being referred, under the rules of the 
House ; without permitting any exposure of the causes 
which led to that convention; without permitting any ex- 


hibition of the fact that it was obtained on the part of the | 


American Executive principally for the purpose of lefding 
the influence of this Government to support and encour- 


| slave merchants in their vocation of dealing in the bodies 


of men and women: 
And whereas, the extraordinary manner in which said bill 


fair legislation, and opposed to the true dignity of the 
American Congress: 


Therefore, against said convention; the objects which | 
prompted our Executive to obtain it; against the claims | 

| urged by our President, as the agent and solicitor of slave 
| merchants, to the award rendered in favor of those slave | 
ment moved by the Committee on the Judiciary, is || merchants; and especially to the bill referred to; the man- | 


to assert the independence of the judges. It was the I ner in which it was shielded from examination and ex- | 


view of the majority of that committee that if || posure; against the tacit approval thereof by this body 


in which the passage of said bill apparently involves its 
members, the undersigned respectfully, but most solemnly 
protests. J. R. GIDDINGS., 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I move that this protest be 
entered upon the Journal. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I have called for the reg- 
ular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
rises to a correction of the Journal. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Thegentleman from North 
Carolina will understand that 1 am proceeding in 
regular order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I make the point, whether 
or not this proceeding is in order. 

The SPEAKER. So far the Chair has been 
unable to discover any question of order. The 
gentleman from Ohio wil! please state the motion 
which he intends to submit. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I have moved to enter this 
protest upon the Journal of the House. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [I object. 

The SPEAKER. Being objected to, the Chair 
decides that what the gentleman proposes is not 


in order. 
Mr. GIDDINGS, Cannot I be permitted to state 
my question of privilege to the House? 
*ileSPRAK R. The gentleman has not stated 
any question of es 
Mr. GIDDINGS. 


thus far. 
have stated, Mr. Speaker, 


that | was not permitted, under my privilege as a. 


member of this body, to either express my dissent 
to the bill to which I have referred, or to record 
my vote against it; a privilege to which every 
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’ 
member is entitled, but from which I was a 
cluded by the extraordinary action of the major; 


of the House. Therefore, | make the question ; 


| privilege. It is expressed in my protest againg 
| the manner of transacting business in this ],)) 
_ and | insist that it may be spread upon the Journ) 


of this House. 

The SPEAKER. There is no rule of this 
body authorizing the entering of protests upop 
its Journal. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I insist upon the reguly, 
order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear what th, 
gentleman from Ohio has to say that is in order, 


| He will hear nothing out of order. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. Mr. Speaker, [ think th 


| rule too well settled for either the Chair or my. 


self to misapprehend it—that questions of priyj. 
lege are submitted to the decision of the House, 
and not to the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair differs with the 
gentleman from Ohio. He is perfectly assured of 


' the correctness of his decision. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. I respectfully take an ap- 
peal from the decision of the Chair; and upon that 
appeal I demand the yeas and nays. 

he SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
complains that yesterday, during the roceedings 
had in reference to a bill indicated, he was not 
allowed to make a speech. Not being allowed to 
make a speech then, he now insists that he has the 
right to place a speech, in the form of a protest, 
upon the Journal of this House. The Chair de. 
cides that he does not know of any rule making 
such a proposition a question of privilege, nor of 
any rule authorizing tle spreading of any such 
document upon the Journal. The gentleman fur- 
ther holds that, whether or not it be a question of 
privilege under the rules, must be determined by 
the House, and not by the Speaker. The Chair 
differs with the gentleman. He decides that it is 
not a question of privilege; that he cannot, under 
the rules, claim the right as a privileged question, 
or a question of privilege, to spread upon the Jour- 
nal what he states to be his protest. From that 
decision of the Chair the gentleman takes an ap- 
peal, and demands the yeas and nays on it. The 
question now is, * Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the House?’’ 

Mr. GIDDINGS. There is one thing in the 
Chair’s statement I would correct, and that is the 
inference of the honorable Speaker with regard 


| was protected from all investigation and exposure was, in ~ Sy making = speech, or of ss speech 


| the opinion of the undersigned, inconsistent with just and | 


upon the record. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will withdraw 
that part of his statement. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Very well, sir; then we 
agree on that point. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair, then, does not 
know of what the gentleman complains under 
the rules. He understands that the gentleman 
from Ohio does not charge him with any mistake 
of the rule in his yesterday’s decision. The gen- 
tlemen does not charge that the Chair even com- 
mitted a blunder, much less a wrong, by his de- 
cision of yesterday. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. The Chair is correct. | 
have made no personal charge against any one. | 
avoided that purposely. 

The SPEAKER. So the Chair understands. 
The complaint is against the rules as acted on by 
the House yesterday. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. My protest declares that 
this manner of transacting business was unknown 
to American legislation until recently, and is now 
justified by no rule and by no parliamentary law. 
That it has risen and is practiced solely to sup- 
press the freedom of d To expose this 
practice as an abuse, an usurpation of power, is 
the object of my motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the appeal 
from the Chair’s decision. 

Mr. ORR. What is the precise question? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to 
have a perfect understanding with the gentleman 
from Ohio. He claims the right to have his pro- 
test spread upon the Journal of this House. The 
Chair decides that he has no such right. 

Mr. ORR. 1 move to lay the appeal from the 
Chair’s decision upon the table. 

(Cries of **No!” Let us vote upon the 
ap oe 
r. GIDDINGS. If the appeal be laid upon 
the table, will the protest go upon the Journal? 
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The SPEAKER. It will not. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Will it not if the question 
upon laying the appeal upon the table be taken by 

eas and nays? , 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it will not; 
but he will take the matfer under advisement, and 
act as he deems right under the rule. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Then I hope that my friends 
will give me the yeas and nays upon the motion 
to lay the appeal upon the table; which I now 
demand. I request the yeas and nays as a per- 
sonal favor. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ; 

The question was then taken; and decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 137, nays 46; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Appleton, 
Ashe, David J. Bailey, Barry, Beicher, Beil, Boyce, Breck- 
iuridge, Bridges, Brooks, Bugg, Caruthers, Caskie, Chas- 
tain, Chrisman, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Cox, Craige, 


Cullom, Curtis, Cutting, John G. Davis, Dawson, Disney, | 


Dowdell, Drum, Dunbar, Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Edger- 
ton, Edmundson, John M. Elliott, Ellison, Farley, Paulk- 
ner, Fenton, Florence, Fuller, Gamble, Goode, Greenwood, 
Grey, Hamilton, Sampson W. Harris, Hastings, Haven, 
Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Hiester, Hill, Houston, Daniel 


T. Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Roland Jones, | 


Keitt, Kerr, Kidwell, Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, Latham, Letch- 


er, Lewis, Lindley, Lindsley, Macdonald, McDougall, Mc-| 


Mullin, McNair, McQueen, May, Smith Miller, Milison, 


Morrison, Murray, Noble, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai | 


Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peckham, Pennington, John Perkins, 
Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Preston, Puryear, Ready, Reese, 
Richardson, Riddie, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Rowe, Ruf- 
fin, Seward, Seymour, Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Skelton, 
Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard U. Stanton, Strat- 


ton, Straub, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, || 


Nathaniel G. Taylor, Teller, Tracy, Trout, Tweed, Van- 
sant, Walbridge, Walker, Walley, Walsh, Warren, ‘T'ap- 
pan Weniworth, Westbrook, Witte, Hendrick B. Wright, 
and Zollicoffer—!37. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ball, Banks, Bennett, Benson, Camp- 
bell, Carpenter, Chamberlain, Chase, Corwin, Crocker, 
Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dick, Dickinson, Thomas D. 
Eliot, Flagler, Giddings, Goodrich, Goodwin, Aaron Har- 
lan, Harrison, Howe, Knox, Matteson, Maurice, Meacham, 
Middieswarth, Morgan, Nichols, Norton, Parker, Peck, 
Pringle, 
Stuart, (pham, Wade, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, John Wentworth, Wheeler, and Yates—46. 


So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


Here a message was received from the Senate, 
by Assury Dicks, Esq., their Secretary, notify- 
ing the House that that body had approved and 


signed *‘ An act to protect officers and other per- || 
sons acting under the authority of the United | 


States,’’ and asking its concurrence therein. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
sage from the President of the United States, 
transmitting a communication from the Secretary 
of the Interior, with an accompanying paper, and 
recommending the appropriation of $5,000 for the 
improvement of a culvert near the Capitol grounds; 
which was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


The SPEAKER. The business first in order | 


is the consideration of amendments to the civil and 
diplomatic bill. 
PUBLIC LANDS BUSINESS. 
Mr. DISNEY. 


suggestion to the House. It is this: The Com- 
mittee on Public Lands have some five or six bills 


in their possession, some of them general in their | 


character, which it is important that the House 
should pass. I suggest that these bills shall be 
reported, and put upon their passage without 
debate. 

I am also urged to suggest this proposition to 
the House: There are various railroa 
within our possession upon which the committee 
have acted, and we believe it to be due to fairness 
that these bills should be at least acted upon by the 
House during the present session. Now, sir, it 
18 proposed, that, at the proper time, these bills 
shall be reported, simply asking the House to take 
& vote upon them without a speech being made for 
or against them. 

Mr. HAMILTON. That is the very thing 
that I desire to prevent. I wantall these railroad 
bills to be examined. I object, and call for the 
regular order of business. 

Mr. DISNEY. | will only say to the House, 
as far as the suggestion of the gentleman from 
Maryland is concerned, that these railroad bills 
need no examination except as to the general 
question. The form of the bills is precisely the 


Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Simmons, Andrew | 


I am requested to tender a | 


bills now | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 











‘ same in every case—the roads being located in dif- 
| ferent portions of the Union. 
|| Mr. MURRAY. I call the gentleman from 
| Ohio to order, and demand the regular order of 
business. 

Mr. DISNEY. I was only about to remark 





cannot remark further, the regular order of busi- 
ness having been called for and insisted on by the 
gentleman from New York. 


NOTICE OF A SPEECH. 
Mr.CARPENTER. I desire to say that I de- 
signed making some remarks upon the river and 
harbor bill. But, as I shall probably not have an 
opportunity now, I ask the consent of the House 
to print the remarks I intended to make. 
The proposition was assented to. 


REFERENCE OF BILLS. 
Mr. McQUEEN. I ask the unanimous con- 


sent of the House to have two or three bills re- | 


referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. I 
do it at the request of Mr. Gatiecos, the Delegate 
| from New Mexico. 
Affairs was discharged some time ago from certain 
bills in reference to military roads in the Territory 
of New Mexico. Since that time additional in- 
formation has been obtained. The Delegate from 
that Territory now requests—and I understand it 
| isalso the request of the committee—that the bills 
| shall be re-referred to the Committee on Military 
| Affairs. 
| There being no objection, the order was made. 


POST ROUTE BILL. 


'| Mr. OLDS. I desire to give notice to the House, 
| that on Monday next | propose to report the 
post route bill, upon which I shall ask the previous 
_question. I ask, therefore, that members who 
have post routes to be established in their districts 
will, in the course of the day, call at the room of 
the Committee onthe Post Office and Post Roads, 
and see that the names are properly entered. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Does the gentle- 
man from Ohio, after the bill of last year, propose 
to bring in another post route bill? 
Mr. OLDS. Yes, sir. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is the consideration of the civil and diplomatic 
bill, and the amendments reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
| the question immediately pending is upon the 
adoption of an amendment to the clause appropri- 
ating $125,000 for the protection of American 
| seamen in foreign countries, as follows: 


And it shall be lawful for the President of the United 
States to cause such measures to be taken as, in his opinion, 
may be expedient for providing convenient accommoda 
tions, medical assistance, and the necessary attendance 


| 
| 


and supplies for the relief of sick and disabled seamen of || 


|, the United States, who may be at or near the port of Ha- 

vara, in case the same may be done with the consent of 
the Government having jurisdiction over the port, and, for 
that purpose, to establish such regulations and to authorize 
|| the employment of such persons as he may judge proper ; 
|| and that tor defraying the expenses thereof a sum not ex 
ceeding $10,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated 
|, out ae any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ate 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [I demand the 


| yeas and nays upon the adoption of that amend- 
ment, It is establishing a new principle, and I 


foreign countries. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


negative—yeas 77, nays 112; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Ashe, Ball, Banks, Brooks, 


|| Curtis, Cutting, Disney, Dowdell, Dram, Dunbar, Edmands, 
|| Edmundson, Everhart, Farley, Florence, Fuller, Gamble, 
|, Goodrich, Green, Greenwood, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Andrew 
| J. Harlan, Harrison, Hiester, Howe, H 
| McCulloch, McDougall, Maxwell, May, Mayall, Meacham, 
| Noble, Norton, Peckham, John Perkins, Phillips 
| Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Seward, Skelton, Geo Ww. Smyth, 
| Richard H. Stanton, Stratton, David Stuart, Nathaniel G. 
| Taylor, Teller, Thurston, Tweed, Upham, Wade, Wal- 
| bridge, Walker, Walley, Warren, Isrnel Washburn, Wells, 
| Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Witte, Yates, and Zolli- 
| cofler—77. 
| _NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, James C 
| David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Bennett, 
ore Bridges, Bugg, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chase, Chris- 
man, Clark, Clingmaa, Cobb, Cook, Cox, Craige, Cullom, 
John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dick, Dickinson, 
Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, T 
John M. Elliott, Ellison, Etheridge, Fenton, Flagler, Gid- 
dings, Goode, Goodwin, Hamilton, Sampson W. Harris, 





The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 


|| burne, Jotr® Wentworth, Westbrook, 


The Committee on Military | 


| think a dangerous one, to provide for hospitals in | 


The question was taken; and decided in the | 


|| Campbell, Chamberlain, Churchwell, Corwin, Crocker, | 


hes, Hunt, Knox, | 


Ready, | 


. 
. Allen, Willis Allen, 


homas D. Eliot, 
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Hastings, Haven, Hendricks, Heny, Hill, Houston, [nger- 
soll, Daniei T. Jones, George W . Jones, J. Giancy Jones, 
| Keitt, Kidwell, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, Leteber, Lewis, 
Lindley, Lindsley, McMullin, McNair, McQueen, Macy, 
Maurice, Middleswarth, Smith Miller, Mitlkon, Morgan, 
Murray, Olds, Andrew Olver, Mordecai O.iver, Orr, 
Packer, Veck, Pennington, Phelps, Powell, Pratt, Preston, 
Pringle, Puryear, Richardson, David Richie, Thomes 
| Ritchey, Robbins, Ruffin, Sage, Sapp, Shannon, Shaw, 
Shower, Simmons, Samuel A. Smiths Witham Smith, Wi- 
liam R. Smith, Sotters, ‘Ferderiak-P> Stanton, estor L, 
Stevens Strand, Andrey Sruart, Jet J. Taytor, John L, 
Taylor, Tracy. Trout, Vansgat, Waish, Ellibu B. Wash- 
Daniel B. Wright, 


and Hendrick B. Wright—112. 
So the amendment was not agreed to. 
Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. I 
ask the consent of the House to report a bill 
merely for reference. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 


I object, and insist upon 


] the regular order of business. 


The next amendment was reported, as follows: 


} 

| For removing the present dome over the central portion 
| of the Capitol, and the construction of one under the plan 
| designed by 1’. U. Walter, architect of the Capito! exten- 
sion—g100,000. 


The question was taken; and the House con- 
curred in the amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The next amendment is that 
in reference to the tariff. Is it the desire of the 
House that it shall be read? 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 
the reading. 
| The amendment was read. 
| the proceedings of yesterday. ] 
r. HIESTER. I demand the yeas and nays 
| upon concurring in that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

| The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 126, nays 82; as 
| follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
Willis Allen, Appleton, Ashe, David J. Bailey, Banks, 
Barksdale, Barry, Bell, Benton, Bliss, Boecock, Boyce, 
Breckinridge, Bridges, Brooks, Caskie, Chamberlain, 
Chastain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Cabb, 
Craige, Cutting, Joh G. Davis, Thomas Davie, De Witt, 
Dickinson, Disney, Dowdell, Dunbar, Dunham, Eastman, 
Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, t.dmundson, Thomas D. Elivt, 
|| Ellison, English, Etheridge, Faulkner, Florence, Fuller, 
|| Goode, Goodrich, Green, Greenwood, Grey, Hamilton, 
| Andrew J. Harian, Sampson W. Harris, Hastings, Hen- 
| dricks, Henn, Hibbard, Houston, Daniel T. Jone~, George 

W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Roland Jones, Xeiu, Kid- 
| well, Lamb, Lane. Latham, Letcher, Lewis, Lilly, Linda- 

ley, McMullin, McNair, McQueen, Macy, Maxwell, May, 
Smith Miller, Mitison, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Noble, 
Olds, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Peck, Peckham, Jobn Per- 
kins, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Richardson, Thomas 
Ritchey, Ruffin, Seward, Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Skel- 
ton, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. 
| Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Rich- 
ard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Straub, Andrew 
Stuart, David Start, Thurston, Upham, Walbridge, Wal- 
ley, Walsh, Warren, Wells, John Wentworth, Westbrook, 
Wheeler, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. 
Wright—126. 

NAYS— Messrs. Ball, Belcher, Bennett, Benson, Bugg, 
Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chase, Cook, Corwin, 
| Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Curtis, Dawson, Dick, Drum, Ever- 
hart, Farley, Fenton, Flagler, Gamble, Giddings, Good- 
win, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hiester, flowe, 
Hughes, Hunt, Ingersoll, Knox, Kurtz, Lindley, Lyon, 


I call for 


{It was inserted in 


McCulloch, Macdonald, Matteson, Maurice, Mayall, 
Meacham, Middieswarth, Morgan, Norton, Mordecai 
Oliver, Packer, Parker, Pennington, Pratt, Preston, 


Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Riddte, David Ritchie, Robbins, 
Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seymour, Simmons, 
Soliers, Stratton, John J. Taylor, Juotn L. Taylor, Na- 
thaniel G. Taylor, Telier, Tracy, Trout, Tweed, Vansant, 
Wade, Waiker, Ellibu B. Washburne, [Israel Washburn, 
| Tappan Wentworth, Yates, and Zollicoffer—82. 


| So the amendment was agreed to. 


Pending the call of the roll on the above vote, 
Mr. GAMBLE said, that he was requested to 
|| state that his colleague [Mr. Grow] was absent 
| on account of sickness, being confined to his 
room. 

| Mr. ELLIOTT, of Kentucky, stated that be was 
|| not within the bar when his name was called, but 
| that, had he been, he should have voted in the 
affirmative. : 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was agreed to, and also 
monet to lay the motion to reconsider upom the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. WALSH moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the amendment in reference to the hospital 
at Havana was rejected, and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
| The question now being upon ordering the bill 
| to be engrossed and read a third time, 
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Mr. CAMPBELL demanded the yeas and nays. | 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, called for tell- | 
ers on the yeas and any. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. James C. 
Aten and Parker were appointed. 

The House was divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 39, noes 123. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 126, nay8 74; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
Wiliis Alien, Appleton, Ashe, David J. Bailey, Barksdale, 
Barry, Benton, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, 
Bridges, Brooke, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chastain, Chris- 
man, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Craige, Cutting, John G, 
Davis, Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dickinson, Disney, Dow- 
deli, Dunbar, Dunham, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmands, Ed- 
mundson, Thomas D. Eliot, Jobn M. Elhou, Eilison, 
English, Etheridge, Faulkner, Florence, Fuller, Green, 
Greenwood, Hamilton, Andrew J. Harlan, Sampson W. 
Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Houston, 
Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Roland Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kidwell, Lamb, Lane, Latham, 
Letcher, Lewis, Lilly, Lindsley, Macdonald, MeMullin, 
McNair, MeQueen, Macy, Maxwell, Smith Miller, Mill- 
#0n, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Noble, Olds, Orr, Peck, 
Peckham, Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, 
Powell, Richardson, Riddle, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, 
Reffin, Seward, Seymour, Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Skel- 
ton, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. 
Stevens, Straub, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John J. 
Taylor, Thurston, Upham, Vansant, Walbridge, Walker, 
Waliey, Walsh, Warren, Wells, John Wentworth, West- 
bese, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright 
oe | 2}. } 

NAYS—Mesasrs. Ball, Belcher, Bennett, Benson, Camp- | 
bell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chase, Cook, Corwin, Cox, | 
Crocker, Culloin, Curtis, Dawson, Dick, Drum, Eastman, 
Everhart, Farley, Flagler, Gamble, Goodwin, Grey, Aaron 
Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hiester, Hill, Howe, Huot, || 
Ingersoll, Knox, Kurtz, Lindley, McCulloch, Mace, Mat- 
teson, Maurice, Mayall, Meacham, Middleswarth, Mor- | 
gan, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Parker, Penning- 
ton, Pratt, Preston, Pringle, Ready, David Ritchie, Rowe, 
Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Simmons, Sollers, Stratton, 
Join L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Teller, Tracy, 
Trout, Tweed, Wade, Filihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Yates, and Zolli- 
eofter—74. 


So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 


a third time, and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 


Mr, HOUSTON. I move the previous ques- 
tion on the passage of the bill, and | also move to 
reconsider the vote by-which the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time, and to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. || 

Several Memners. One at a time. 1} 

Mr. EDGERTON, Can the gentleman make | 
two motions at the same time? 

Mr. HIBBARD. I rise to a privileged ques- | 
tion. If there is any doubt as to the right of the 
gentleman from Alabama to submit the two mo- 
tions, | move to reconsider the vote by which the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time, and to lay that motion upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr.EDGERTON. 1 wish to make an inquiry 
of the Chair. If the demand for the previous 
question be ne will it then be in order 
to recommit th® bill with instructions? 

The SPEAKER. Under a special rule of the 
House, it would be in order to recommit, and the 
Chair thinks it would be in order to instruct. 

Mr. EDGERTON. Then I give notice that if 
the previous question should be voted down, I will 
move to recommit the bill with instructions to 
report the same back with a provision to remit the 
duties on railroad iron. 

—_ cries of ** Order.’’) 

question now being upon seconding the 
demand for the previous question, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded | 
tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Kerrr and | 
Parken were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported | 
—ayes 100, noes 80. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

_ The question being on ordering the main ques-— 
tion to be put, 





Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I call for the | 


yeas and nays 1 ordering the main question. 
Mr. EDGERTON, ‘1 ask now if itis in order | 
to move to recommit the bill to the Committee of | 
the Whole on the state of the Union? 
The SPEAKER. Iris not in order to move to | 
recommit, the main question having been ordered. _ 
The yeas and nays were . { 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. MEACHAM. Is it in order, Mr. Speaker, 
to move to lay the bill on the table? 

TheSPEAKER. That motion is in order. 

Mr. MEACHAM. Then I make that motion, 
and on it I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 





The question was taken; and it was decided in | 


the negative—yeas 62, nays 141; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ball, Bennett, Bugg, Campbell, Carpen- 
ter, Chase, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Curtis, 
Dawson, Drum, Eastman, Farley, Flagler, Gamble, Gid- 
dings, Goodwin, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hiester, 
Hill, Howe, Hunt, Knox, Kurtz, Lindley, Lyon, McCul- 
loch, Mace, Matteson, Maurice, Meacham, Middleswarth, 
Morgan, Norton, Packer, Pennington, Preston, Pringle, 
David Ritchie, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sim- 
mons, Soliers, Stratton, Join L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. 
Taylor, Teller, Tracy, Trout, Tweed, Eliihu B. Wash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Wheeler, and Yates—62. 

NAYS—Mesars. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Alten, 
Willis Allen, Ashe, David J. Bailey, Banks, Barksdale, 


| Barry, Bell, Benton, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, 
| Bridges, Brooks, Caruthers,Caskie,Chamberiain,Chastain, | 
Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Craige, | 


Cutting, John G. Davis, T. Davis, De Witt, Dick, Dickin- 
son, Disney, Dowdell, Dunbar, Dunham, Eddy, Edgerton, 
Edmands, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Elliott 


Ellison, English, Etheridge, Everhart, Faulkner, Florence, | 


Fuller, Goode, Goodrich, Green, Greenwood, Grey, Hamil- 
ton, Andrew J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Hastings, Hen- 


| dricks, Henn, Hibbard, Houston, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, 


George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, 
Kerr, Kidwell, Lamb, Lane, Latham, Letcher, Lewis 


Lindsley, Macdonald, McMullin, McNair, McQueen, | 


Macy, May, Mayall, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, 


Murray, Nichols, Noble, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai | 
Oliver, Orr, Parker, Peck, Peckham, John Perkins, Phelps, | 
Phillips, Powell, Praut, Puryear, Ready, Richardson, Rid- || 
die, Thomas Ritchie, Robbins, Ruffin, Seward, Seymour, | 


Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Skelton, Samuel! A. Smith, Wil- 
liam Smith, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Fred- 
erick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, 
Straub, Andrew Stuart, John J. Taylor, Tharston, Upham, 
Vansant, Wade, Walbridge, Walker, Walley, Waish, 


Warren, Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, || 
Wesibrook, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. 


Wright—141. 
So the House refused to lay the bill on the table. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I desire to ask what the | 


next vote will be on? 
The SPEAKER. It will be on ordering the 
main question to be put. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. I simply desire to say, || 


that while | am opposed to any alteration of the 
tariff at present, | do not desire to embarrass the 
appropriation bill; and, therefore, on the next 
question I shall vote aye. ‘ 
The question recurred on ordering the main 
question to be put, on which the yeas and nays 
had been ordered. : : 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 116, nays 91; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Allen, 
Ashe, David J. Bailey, Barksdale, Barry, Bell, Benton, 
Bliss, Boeock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Bridzes, Brooks, Cas- 
kie, Chamberlain, Chastain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, 
Clingman, Cobb, Craige, Cutting, John G. Davis, Disney, 


Dowdell, Dunbar, Danham. Eddy, Edgerton, Edmundson, | 


John M. Elliott, Ellison, English, Faulkner, Florence, 


; 
Fuller, Goode, Green, Greeawood, Hamiiton, Sampson W. || 
Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Houston, In- | 
gersoll, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Roland Jones, | 


Keitt, Kerr, Kidwell, Lamb, Lane, Latham, Letcher, 
Lewis, Lindsley, Macdonald, McDougall, McMullin, Mc- 


Nair, MeQueen, Maxwell, May, Smith Miller, Milison, | 
Martay, Nichols, Noble, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, || 


John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Rich«rdson, 
Riddle, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Ruffin, Seward, Sey- 


mour, Shannon, Shaw,Shower, Skelton, Samuel A. Smith, | 
William Smith, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, | 


Frederick P. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Siraub, Andrew 
Siuvart, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, Thurston, Vansant, 
Walbridge, Walker, Walsh, Warren, Wells, Westbrook, 
Witte, Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright—116. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Appleton, Ball, Banks, 
Belcher, Bennett, Benson, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, 
Caruthers, Chase, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, 


Thomas Davis, Dawson, De Witt, Dick, Dickinson, Drum, | 


Eastman, Edimands, Thomas D. Eliot, Etheridge, Ever- 
hart, Farley, Flagler 
win, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, Harrison, 
Haven, Hiester, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Knox, Kurtz, 
Lilly, Lindley, Lyon, McCulloch, Mace, Matteson, Mau- 
rice, Mayaii, Meacham, Middleswarth, Morgan, Norton, 
Andrew Oliver, Packer, Parker, Pennington, Preston, 
Pringle, Puryear, Ready, David Ritchie, Rowe,-Russell, 
Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Simmons, Sollers, Stratton, John L. 
Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Teller, Tracy, Trout, Tweed, 
a Wade, Walley, Elliha B. Washburae, Israel 

ashburn, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheel- 
er, Yates, and Zollicoffer—91. 


So the main question was ordered to be put. 


Mr. HIBBARD moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the main question was ordered, and 
also moved that the metion to reconsider be laid 
on the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 
wt" question recurred on the passage of the 


Gamble, Giddings, Goodrich, Good- | 


February 24, 
— 
Mr. ORR. I ask for the yeas and nays on the 
passage of the bill. 
| The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided jn 
the affirmative—yeas 126, nays 80; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, James C. Allen, Willis 
Allen, Appleton, Ashe, David J. Bailey, Banks, Barksdale 
Barry, Bell, Benton, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge’ 
Bridges, Brooks, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chastian, Chrisman 
Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Graige, Cutting, John 
G. Davis, De Witt, Dickinson, Disney, Dowdell, Dunbar 
| Dunham, Edgerton, Edmands, Edmundson, Thomas p’ 
Eliot, Jonn M. Elliott, Ellison, English, Etheridge, Fauj,. 
ner, Florence, Fuller, Goode, Green, Greenwood, Hamilton 
Andrew J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Hastings, Hen’ 
dricks, Henn, Hibbard, Houston, Daniel T. Jones, Geo 
W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kerr. 
Kidwell, Lamb, Lane, Latham, Letcher, Lewis, Lilly, 
Lindsey, McDougall, McMallin, McNair, McQueen, Ma- 
cy, Maxwell, May, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, Mur- 
ray, Nichols, Noble, Olds, Orr, Peck, Peckham, John Per. 
kins, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Puryear, Ready, Rich. 
ardson, Riddle, Robbins, Ruffin, Seward, Seymour, Shan- 
non, Shaw, Shower, Skelton, Samuel A. Sinith, William 
Smith, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick Pp, 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, 
David Stuart, John J. Taylor, Thurston, Upham, Vansant, 
Walbridge, Walker, Walley, Walsh, Warren, Wells, 
Witte, Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright—125. 
NAYS—Messrs. Ball, Belcher, Bennett, Benson, Bugg, 
|"Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chase, Cook, Corwin, 
Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dick- 
Drum, Eastman, Everhart, Farley, Flagler, Gamble, Gid, 
| dings, Goodwin, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, 
Hiester, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Ingersoll, Knox, Kurtz, 
Lindley, Lyon, McCulloch, Mace, Matteson, Maurice, 
Mayall, Meacham, Middieswarth, Morgan, Norton, An- 
drew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Parker, Penning.- 
ton, Preston, Pringle, David Ritchie, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, 
Sage, Sapp, Simmons, Sollers, Stratton, John L. Tavior, 
|| Nathaniel G. Taylor, Teller, Tracy, Trout, Tweed, Wade, 
|| Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Tappan Went- 
|| worth, Wheeler, Yates, and Zollicoffer—8v. 


|| So the bill was passed. 


|| Mr. HOUSTON moved to reconsider the vote 
|. by which the bill was passed, and also moved to 
|| lay the motion to reconsider on the table; which 
|| latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the previous 
question on the adoption of the title. r 

The previous question was seconded; and un- 
der the operation thereof the title was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES moved to reconsider the vote by 
| which the title of the bill was agreed to, and also 
|| moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
|| the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


‘| Mr.GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
| Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the following 
|| bills; which thereupon received the signature of 
| the Speaker: 

| Bill for the relief of Lot Davis; and 

Bill making an appropriation for the payment 
| of invalid and other pensions of the United States, 
| for the year ending 30th June, 1856, and for other 
|| purposes. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER. Reports are in order from 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DISNEY obtained the floor. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to submit a motion to 
go into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
| ofthe Union. Is that motion in order now? 

The SPEAKER. It would be in order if the 
gentleman had the floor to offer it. 

Mr. PHELPS. I trust the gentleman from 
| Ohio will yield me the floor for that purpose, that 
|| we may take up the Navy appropriation bill. 
| Mr. DISNEY declined to yield the floor. 
| Mr. PECKHAM. Isitin order to make a mo- 
| tion to go to the business on the Speaker’s table? 

_ The SPEAKER. The Chair having announced 
|| the regular business in order to be reports from 
} the Committee on Public Lands, and the gentle- 
| 








| 
| 





_man from Ohio [Mr. Drswey] having been recog- 
nized by the Chair, no motion, as a matter of 
course, Is in order, save such as he may make, as 
he is the <7 gentleman entitled to the floor. 
Mr. BENTON. I desire to ask the indulgence 
of the House to let me ask to have printed an 
| amendment which I propose to offer to the mili- 
—— land bill of the Senate. 
r. DISNEY. Certainly. ‘ 
Mr. BENTON. | ask to have the amendment 
| printed. 
| It was so ordered. 
Mr. HAMILTON. I have, also, an amend- 
ment to the same bill, which | ask leave to have 
Leave was granted. 
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~ Mr. ETHERIDGE. 
ment which I propose to offer to this bill, and I 





ask that the same leave to print may be accorded | 


I have, also, an amend- | 


me. of Ohio. 


Leave was granted. 

Mr. HENN made a similar request, and ob- 
tained leave. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. DISNEY. The first motion which I wish 
to submit is, to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union from the bill 
providing for the sale of military and naval re- 
serves. As chairman of the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, I had it so referred under the supposi- 


tion that the Committee of the Whole on thestate | 
of the Union was about to proceed to the consid- | 


eration of territorial business. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Does the gentle- 
man from Ohio propose to present a report from 
his committee. 


Mr. DISNEY. The gentleman from Tennes- 


see will recollect that the bill in question is one | 
reported from the Committee on Public Lands. | 
Supposing that the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union was about to dispose of | 
territorial business, and to have a day set apart | 
for that purpose, that reference was given to the | 


bill. I now desire to have that committee dis- 
charged from its further consideration. 

Mr. JONES. I object to bringing this matter 
on now. 

Mr. DISNEY. I hope the gentleman will with- 
draw his objection. I would state to him that 
there is no authority any where now to sell these | 
reserves. 


The question was taken; and the amendment | 


|, Was agreed to. 

'| So the title of the bill was amended. 

I Mr. DISNEY. Iam instructed by the Com- 

|| mittee on Public Lands to report back Senate bill 
(No. 352) entitled ‘‘ An act extending in certain 
cases the provisions of the act entitled an act to 

| extend preémption rights to certain lands therein 
mentioned,’’ approved March 3, 1853, with the 
following amendment: 


In sixth line, after the words “* Maison Rouge,”’ to insert 
|| the words *“‘ De Bastrop grant.”? 


|| was agreed to. 

| third reading; and having been read the third time, 
| it was subsequently passed. 

Mr. DISNEY. 
|| mittee on Public Lands to report back Senate bill 
(No. 564) granting bounty land to Susan Palmer, 
| without amendment. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, 
and having been read the third time, it was a 
sequently passed. 

r. COBB moved to reconsider the vote by 
| which the bill was passed, and to lay the motion 
| to reconsider upon the table; which latter motion 
was agreed to. 


RIGHT OF WAY THROUGH KANSAS. 





Mt. JONES. I cannot help it. 
got time now to consider it. 


GRANTS OF LAND TO OHIO. 
Mr. DISNEY. I am directed by the Com- 


We have not | 


in said State. The committee propose to amend 


insert the following: 


That the selections of land by the State of Ohio for canal 
purposes under the act of 2d March, 1827, and the 24th 
May, 1828, be, and the same are hereby, confirmed. 


The committee report adversely to the Senate 
bill, and propose the amendment which I have 
indicated. It is simply to confirm the land selec- 
tions which the State of Ohio has made some 
twenty-five or thirty years ago. They are long 


and the Land Office, as there was heretofore with 
as to the settlement of the question between Ohio 
Indiana and Illinois. The Committee on Public 
Lands is willing to have this dispute settled as it 
has been heretofore settled in many other States. 

The question was taken on the amendment; and 
it was adopted. 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I propose the follow- 


That the vacant and unappropriated lands io the Virginia 


|| that there is a blank in the bill. 
by striking out all after the enacting clause, and || 


| with the words ‘‘one mile.’ I desireto say a word || 


Mr. DISNEY. lam instructed by the Com- 





(No. 665) granting the right of way to the W yan- 
dott and Pawnee Railroad Company through the 
| public lands in Kansas Territory; which having 


|| been read the first and second time by its title, | 
mittee on Public Lands to report back Senate bill || 


(No. 6) granting to the State of Ohio. the unsold | 
and unappropriated public lands remaining unsold | 


was then ordered to a third reading. 
The bill was then read through by the Clerk. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I understand 


Mr. WHITFIELD. I propose to fill the blank 


|in explanation to the House. In the treaties 


|| with the Delaware and Pottawattamie Indians, | 
| the United States reserved the right to establish | 
' roads through the reserves, and by the treaties the | 
| owners of the railroads are bound to pay for the || 
right of way. The Committee on Public Lands || 
| have had the treaties before them, and understand | 
|| its provisions. 
since cultivatable farms; but there is some dispute || 


Mr. McDOUGALL. 
| amendment to the bill. 


And be it further enacted, Thatthe provisions of this bill 


I offer the following 


the Indian title is not extinguished ? 





bill, in order to make it correspond with the body | 
} of the bill, so that it will read as follows: 
An act to confirm canal selections in the State | 


The question was taken; and the amendment ! The twelfth section of the treaty is as follows: 


| . The bill, as amended, was then ordered to a || ware and Pottawatomie reservations, roads and highways 
| will become necessary, and it is 


I am instructed by the Com.- | 
| the United States. 


mittee on Public Lands to report back House bill || 
| to pass it. 
| acted upon now. 








|| themselves. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Itdoes. Itruns through | 
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materials for the construction of the road, and not 
to the width of the right of way. 

Mr. SMITH, of Alabama. Then I move to 
amend by striking out ‘‘ one mile,’’ and inserting 
in lieu thereof, ** two hundred yards.” 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I understood 


| the gentleman from Kansas to say, that the right 


of the Government to grant the right of way for 


| railroad purposes, was reserved by treaty, but I 
| do not understand him to say that any right is 


reserved to the United States to grant the right to 
take timber and gther property from the land 
within any distance whatever. It therefore seems 
to me, that, by the passage of this bill, weshould 


| be encroaching upon the rights of the Indians. 


Mr. HOWE. I have the treaty beforeme, and 
I will read it for the information of the House. 


*< In the settlement of the country adjacent to the Dela- 


eed that all roads and 
highways laid out by authority of law shall bave a right of 


| way through the reserved lands on the terms that the law 


provides for their location thro the lands of citizens of 
And rail companies, when the hne 
of their roads necessarily pass through said reserve, shall 
have the right of way on payment of just compensation 
therefor in money.”’ 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was here received from the Senate, 
by Assury Dicks, Esq., their Secretary, inform- 


|| ing the House that the Senate had passed a joint 
| resolution explanatory of an act passed August 3, 


1854. 
Mr. EASTMAN. I wish to say to the House 


| that the bill just sent in by the Senate was recom- 


mended by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office. It will take but a moment for the House 
1 ask. that it may be taken up and 


Mr. COBB. What is it? 
Mr. EASTMAN. It is an explanatory act, 


| and declares that it was the intention of the act of 


Congress, approved August 3, 1854, and that the 
same shall be continued, to give to Wisconsin in 


| aid of improvement of the navigation of the Fox 


and Wisconsin rivers a quantity of land equal, 
mile for mile of its improvement, to that granted 
to Indiana under the act of Congress approved 


| May 9, 1848. 


Mr. WALSH. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Being objected to it cannot 
be taken up now. 

Mr. EASTMAN. I move, then, that the joint 
resolution be referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 


|| agreed to. 


| RIGHT OF WAY THROUGH KANSAS—AGAIN. 
|| be extended to all railroad companies through the Territo- || 


|| ries of the United States and the State of California. 


| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Will thegen- || 
tleman from California yield to me a moment, that || 
| I may inquire of the delegate from Kansas if this | 


. e | proposed railroad runs through lands to which || 
ing amendmentto the amendment, if I am in order: || 


Mr. HOWE. I wish to say that | desire to 


|, interpose no objection to granting the right of way 


to railroad companies through the Indian reser- 
vation, upon such terms as would be in strict con- 
formity to the provisions of this treaty, and upon 
such terms as would be satisfactory to the Indians 
It would not seem, from the provis- 
ions of the treaty itself, that we have the author- 
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military district in Uhio be, and the same are hereby, granted | 


the Delaware and Pottawattamie reservations; but | 


to said State, to be disposed of in such manner as the | 


Legislature of said State may direct. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s colleague || 


has the right to the floor, and still claims it. The 


eee of the gentleman, therefore, is not in 
order. 


Mr. TAYLOR, I ask my colleague to accept 





it as a modification of the amendment reported | 


with the bill, 
Mr. tees 
eague, but | am decidedly against the proposition 
he has submitted, and oe tndhe Committee on 
Public Lands. I ask the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The following amendment was then read: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert : 


That the selections of lands by the State of Ohio for canal 
purposes, under the act of the 2d. ef March, 1827, and the 
onet pee of May, 1828, be, and the same are hereby, 

rmed. 


The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 
The bill, as amended, was then ordered to a 
third reading; and having been read the third time, 
it was subsequently passed. 

Mr. HENN. I move to amend the title of the 


by the nate with those Indians, the United || 
States have*the right to establish roads through | 
the reserves, on condition that the owners of the || 


| roads pay the Indians for the right of way. The || 
treaty has been examined by the Committee on || 


ity to authorize these railroad companies to enter 
upon the reserved lands to take timber and other 
materials. With a provision put into the bill, 
requiring the consent of the Indians, and suitable 
other restrictions, so that the Indians will not be 
taken advantage of, I have no objections to the 


I should like to oblige my col- | 


- 


Public Lands, and they are satisfied that the || bill. My object was to call the attention of the 
owners get nothing byt what they pay for. || House to the provisions of the treaty, leaving it to 
| Mr. WASHBURNE. I do not see what right || the judgment of the House to interpose such 

the Government bas to grant the rightofway. _|| restrictions as it may deem necessary. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Thatright is reserved by | Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, as I before 
the treaty. | remarked, the treaty gave Congres the right to 
Mr. McDOUGALL. I desire to say to the | establish roads through the reserved lands of the 
House that the amendment which I have proposed || ene ages the owners of the roads paid for 
is merely to extend the provisions of the bill, if | them. This bill is strictly in accordance with the 
, to all the Territories and the State of Cali- || stipulations of treaty. It asks for the taking of 


ornia. nothing from the Indians except what is proposed 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from \ 


to be paid for. Certainly, then, if the Indians are 
California ro ee for a moment. There is a 
mi, 


willing—and they are willing—there can be no 
blank in the bill, which the Delegate from Kansas || objection to the bill here. This is the explanation | 
proposes to fill with *‘one mile.” That amend- 


make, and I do not know of any other. It surely 
ment is not yet disposed of. 


must be satisfactory, and [ hope that the right of 

Mr. SMITH, of Alabama. The usuat width | way will be granted. 
for a road is, I believe, one hundred feet. Mr. PHELPS. I would suggest to the gentle- 
Mr. WHITFIELD. I would say to the gen- || man from Kansas, that the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, that the blank I propose to || tleman from California (Mr. MeDoveatr] pro- 
fill, has reference to the distance on each side of vides for the extension of the provisions of the act 


the road within which the company may take |! of 1852, so that they will not only embrace the 
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grant of the right of way to railroad companies, '| Mr.PHELPS. I move thatthe first reading of | 


but also to plank and macadamized roads through 
the pablie land. Therefore, | would propose that 
the bill be recommitted to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, with instructions to report a bill for 
the extension of the provisions of that law to the 
public lands within the Territories of the United 


Siates, and to which the Indian title has been ex- | 


tinguished by treaty. This is merely a suggestion | 
which I throw out. 

The SPEAKER. The pending question is to 
strike out “one mile” and insert * two hundred 

ards,”’ 

Mr. DISNEY. I call forthe previous question. | 

The House refused to second the cali for the |, 
previous quertion. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. The object which I have | 
in view has already been stated by the gentleman | 
from Missouri, ([Mr. Puerrs.} 1 propose to ex- 
tend the orovisions of the act of 1852 to the Ter- 
ritories of the United States and to California. 

TheSPEAKER. Thegentieman’s amendment 
is not before the body, for the reason that there 
are pending an amendment and an amendment to 
an amendment, 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Then I will just here 
give notice that I shall prepare and offer at the 
proper time, an amendment providing for the ex- 
tension of the provisions of the law of 1852 to 
the Territories of the United States and the State 
of California, and giving the right of way to plank 
and macadamized roads as well as railroads. 

Mr. PHELPS. Ido not rise for the purpose 
of interfering with the reporting of these bills 
from the Committee on Public Lands. I am fully 
aware of the importance of the one which has 
just been presented; but I am most desirous to 
proceed with the consideration of the naval appro- 
priation bill, I indicated, when the floor was as- 
signed to the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Disney,} 
that if I could obtain the floor I would move that 
the rules be suspended, and thatthe House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. I now submit that motion. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. Is it competent for the gentleman 
from Missouri to make this motion to go into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
when another gentleman is in the occupation of 
the floor? The chairman of the Committee on 
Public Lands had the floor, the gentleman from 
Kaneas had the floor—— 

The SPEAKER. And the gentleman from 
California—all had the floor. [Laughter.] 

Mr. STUART. The chairman of the Com- | 
mittee on Public Lands yielded to the gentleman 
from Kansas. 

The SPEAKER. It isa question of fact about | 
which the gentleman and the Chair differ. The 
gentieman from Ohio introduced the bill_ from 
the Committee on Public Lands; after the sub- || 
mission of some remarks on it he demanded the || 
previous question—the House refused to sustain | 
thedemand. Then the gentleman from Kansas || 
took the floor and made an explanation. He || 
took his seat, and the gentleman from Missouri || 
took the floor, and moved that the rules be sus- | 

nded, and that the House resolve itself into the | 

mmittee of the Whole on the state of the || 
Union. When the motion was made, the gentle- || 
man from Missouri was the only gentleman in | 
occupation of the floor. || 

Mr. BENSON. There was a motion to re- | 
commit the bill to the Committee on Public Lands. || 
I move, so that we may all be enabled to examine || 
the provisions of the bill, that the bill be ordered to || 
be printed. ] 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection the || 
motion wiil be entertained, and considered as || 
agreed to. 

There was no objection. 

_ The pa was taken on Mr. Pue.ps’s mo- 
tien, it was agreed to. 

The House a i 


- 





|| is now $750. It depends upon estimates alone. 
resolved itself into the || In the appropriation bill of 1854, an estimate was | 
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| the bill be dispensed with, and that the Clerk pro- | 
ceed to read the bill by paragraphs for amend- | 
ment. 
Mr. WHEELER. I object. | 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk, objection being | 
made, will proceed to read the bill. 
The Clerk read the bill through. 
Mr. PHELPS. I merely desire to make a) 


| brief explanation in reference to this bill, and I | 


shall not detain the committee long. The Secreta- 
ry of the Navy submitted estimates, to be included 


_ in this bill, amounting to $16,241,000. The whole 


of these estimates, however, were not for the sup- 
port of the Navy proper. They also included 


|| estimates for the payment of those mail steamers 


whose contracts were made by the Secretary of the 
Navy. But the practice during the last Congress, 
and also during the present Congress, has been to 
place the appropriations for the support of the mail 


|| service by ocean steamers in a bill by themselves. 


The amount of appropriations which have been 
placed in this bill, including the amendments 
which I have been instructed to offer by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, will amount to about 
$14,669,000, being less by something over $500,000 
than was estimated for by the Department. 

At thetime I wasinstructed by the Committee of 


| Ways and Means to report this bill, the committee 
| had not been furnished with detailed ®stimates re- || 


specting the expenditures necessary to be made at 
the different navy-yards in the country. The Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means, therefore, determined || 


to embrace all the objects specified by the Secre- 
tary of the Navy in his estimates, and afterwards 


| if, in their judgment, upon examination, they did 
not approve of any of the details, to move to | 
| strike them out, and also to move to insert any 


additional estimates which, in their judgment, they 


might think necessary and proper. In the course || 


of the session the Secretary of the Navy has fur- 
nished additional estimates, which were presented 
to the House, and ordered to be printed, at the 


time this bill was reported. These estimates | 


amounted in all to $597,891, making the entire 
amount estimated for by the Secretary of the 


| Navy, as necessary to be sppropriated during the || 


present session, $16,597,891. 

It will be necessary, perhaps, as we proceed 
with the consideration of the details of this bill, to 
explain to the committee some of the reasons why 
we have refused estimates which have been sent 


| to us from the Navy Department. But, sir, I did | , 
| not rise for the purpose of going, at the commence- || order. It proposes to increase the salary of naval 


ment, into an explanation of those details. 1 will 


only remark, in addition, that we have inserted || 


a - 


And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized to 
allow the pursers’ clerks at the navy-yards at Charlestown 
New York, and Norfolk, a sum not exceeding $900, ’ 


I will now state the facts. The pay of pursers’ 





| 


| clerks serving at sea is fixed at $500 a year, but 


the pay of pursers’ clerks in the naVy-yards ig 
| regulated by the appropriation bills, and in no 
other way, and is fixed at $750 a year. Now, 
this would probably have been included in the 
estimates for the year, but for an oversight. The 
Secretary of the Navy is desirous to increase the 
pay, but inasmuch as he estimated only for $750, 
| the bill is founded on that estimate alone, end he 
will consider himself restricted to the amount for 
which he estimated. 

A great amount of labor has been imposed upon 
these pursers’ clerks by the law requiring the 
| building of new steamships—such a quantity of 
|| additional labor as makes $750 an entirely inade- 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


{| quate compensation. The Secretary of the Navy 


| informs me that the only way in which he can, at 
|| present, remedy the evil is by the appointment of 
| an additional clerk, which he can do. But then 
| it would cost more than the addition of $150 to 
| the pay of these purser’s clerks; for he could not 
| appoint an additional clerk at a less compensation 
| than $500. They are now building two of the 
| new steam frigates at the navy-yard at ‘Norfolk, 
| requiring the employment of some fifteen hundred 
/men. The purser’s clerk is obliged to keep the 


| accounts of all these men. The Secretary of the 
| Navy is perfectly satisfied that the present com- 
pensation is inadeqaate, and all the amendment 
proposes is to allow the Secretary, at his discre- 
tion, to increase the pay. It does not require him 
| to do so. 
| The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. The Chair is 
| of the opinion that the amendment is not in order 
| under the rules of the House. 
Mr. MILLSON. I will not appeal from that 
| decision. 
Mr. MILLSON then resumed the chair. 
| The Clerk reported the second clause of the 
| bill as follows: 
| *¢ For pay of superintendants, naval constructors, and all 
| the civil establishments at the several navy-yards and 
| Stations, $124,480.”? 

Mr. BANKS. I move to amend that clause 
by adding thereto the following: 





|| _ Provided, That the salary of the naval store-keepers at 
|| Norfolk, New York, and Boston, be raised to the sum of 
$700. 


Mr. PHELPS. That amendment is not in 


| store-keepers. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would like to 


only one item in the bill which was not estimated | understand whether it is now regulated by existing 
for regularly, which is that for the salary of Pro- || law? : . : 
fessor Espy. I call for the reading of the first sec- || Mr. BANKS. I will state to the Chairman 


tion of the bill. 
{Here Mr. Mriuson vacated the chair, calling | 
Mr. Davis, of Indiana, thereto. } 


The Clerk then reported the first clause of the | of the fact. If the salary be now fixed by law, 


bill, as follows: 

“For pay of commission, warrant, and petty officers | 
and seamen, including the engineer corps of the Navy, | 
$3,515,111.” 

Mr. MILLSON moved to amend that clause 
by adding thereto the following: x 

And the pay of the pursers’ clerks at the navy-yards at 
Charlestown, New York, and Norfolk be raised to a sum 
not exceeding $900. 

Mr. PHELPS. I raise the point of order upon | 
that amendment, that it is a proposition to change | 
the existing law so as to increase the salaries of 
officers. 

Mr. MILLSON. My friend from Missouri is | 
mistaken in that respect. I should not have made | 
the proposition if I had so understood it. It is | 
not a proposition to change the existing law. The | 
pay of pursers’ clerks is fixed by law at $50v, but 
the pay of the pursers’ clerks at these navy-yards 





| that this amendment is very like the one he offered 
just now. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is not informed 


the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. BANKS. It is fixed by law. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the amendment is 
not in order. 

Mr. MACDONALD. I offer the following 
amendment: 


At the end of the fourteenth line, add as follows: 

And that the law approved Apri! 22, 1854, increasing the 
pay of the clerks at the navy-yard, Washington, District 

| of a eae: - = pay oe anans Co, 
inspectors 0} ’ rgeons’ pursers’ . 
at allt the United States navy- yards. 

Mr. FAULKNER, I raisea question of order 
upon that amendment. 

Mr. MACDONALD. Iecannot conceive upon 
what ground the objection is made. The amend- 
ment merely proposes to apply the same rate of 
compensation to the officers of all the navy-yards 
that is now given by law to the officers at the 
Washington navy- 3 

Mr. SEYMOUR. It proposes to change an 


Commiitee of the Whele on the state of the || made for the pay of the pursers’ clerks at these || existing law. 


Unien, (Mr. Muttsow in the chair.) 
NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Chairman, £ move that 
the committee do now proceed to the consideration | 
of the bill making appropriations for the naval | 
service for the year ending 30th of June, 1856. 
The question was taken; and the motion was 


agreed to. 


yards; and it is under that bill that they are 
receiving $750. But sir, since that allowance was 


made—— 

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. If the gentle- 
man from Virginia will suspend his remarks for 
a moment, the Clerk will report the amendment, 
and the Chair wil! decide the question of order. 

Mr. MILLSON. I will modify my amend- 
ment, so as to make it read: 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would like to 
inquire of the gentleman from Virginia upon what 
ground he objects to the amendment? 

; rhe uae 4 ER. That it changes the ex- 
isting law. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the pay of these officers 
|| is regulated by an existing law, the Chair will 
|| rule it not to be in order, but the Chair would like 
| to be informed by the gentleman from Virginia 





1855. 
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1855. 


whether the pay of this class of officers is now 
regulated by any law? ; abused 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I would inquire if the 
amendment does not specially provide that cer- 
tain laws shall be extended beyond their present 
application? . 

Mr. MACDONALD. That is merely the 
wording of the amendment, I can change that. 
Mr. SEYMOUR. Words designate things. 
The CHAIRMAN, AstheChair understands 






the question of the pay of this class of officers is || 


reculated by law, it is not in order by an amend- 
ment to change the law. But if the pay be not 
regulated by law, then the Chair will hold to be 
in order an amendment to increase the compensa- 
tion of that class of officers. Now, the Chair 


| part of them. 
| 
|| committee which reported this bill, to have made 
| 


i 
i} 
| 


has some doubt as to the provisions of the law on | 


the subject. 

Mr. MACDONALD. I suppose that the pay 
of these officers is regulated only by the appro- 
priation bills of each year, and that we are here 
in the discharge of that very business; if the law 
exists only in the appropriation bill, it may be 
changed. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. [ would ask the Chair this 
question: Whether any officers of this Govern- 
ment receive pay which is not regulated by law? 

TheCHAIRMAN.,. The Chair would respond 
to the gentleman from Alabama, that many of the 
persons employed in the civil service of the Gov- 


ernment receive the pay fixed by the Secretary of | 


the Navy. The Chair is inclined to the opinion 
that many of the officers embraced in this amend- 
ment have their pay regulated by the Secretary 


of the Navy alone; and the Chair would hold to | 


be in order an amendment to increase the compen- 
sation of that class. 
that as to some of the classes of officers embraced 
in this amendment, their pay is regulated by law. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Then, of course, the 
amendment is out of order. 


The Chair thinks, however, || 


| 
| 


| 


|| that the amendment, in the form in which it is 


| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| 





| 


TheCHAIRMAN. Unless thegentleman from | 


Maine discriminate between these classes the 
Chair will rule the amendment out of order. 
Mr. BOCOCK. The gentleman from Maine 


wishes to modify his amendment, and strike out || 


such parts of it as the Chair rules to be out of 
order, and bring forward such as the Chair holds 
to be in order. 


lows: 


And that the law approved April 22, 1854, including the 
pay of the clerks at the navy-yard of Washington, District 
of Columbia, shall apply to the pay of writers, draughts- 
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the law fixes the pay of all of these officers re-| 
ferred to by the amendment, but it does a greater | 





Mr. BANKS. 


I desire to make an inquiry of 
the Chair. 


Would it not be in order for the 


in their reported bill the amendment proposed by | 
the gentleman from Maine? And, if so, it is 
clearly in order for the Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union to do the same thing. 

[Cries of ** Oh, no!’’} 

Mr. BANKS. The rule of the House bearing 
on this question bears upon the committee that 
reported the bill in exactly the same terms as upon 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, If, therefore, it is in order for the com- 
mittee to have reported the bill with these changes, | 
itis certainly in order for the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union to make them. 

Mr. HAMILTON. We niust consider what | 
the committee reports. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair decides that, 
in his opinion, the pay of writers, draughtsmen, 
and timber inspectors is not fixed by law, and i 
that it is competent for the House to authorize an | 
increase of it, and to authorize an increased ap- | 
propriation for the purpose of enabling the Secre- | 
tary to make the increase. But the Chair holds || 


| 
| 





offered by the gentleman from Maine, does pro- | 
pose to make a compulsory and legal increase of 
the compensation, which would be changing the | 
existing law. The Chair, therefore, holds that the 
amendment, in its present form, is not in order. 
Mr. BANKS. I take an appeal from that | 
decision. | 
Mr. HENDRICKS. 1 move to lay the appeal | 
upon the table. {| 
Mr. BANKS. I withdraw my appeal. || 


The following clause was read by the Clerk: 


‘ Por provisions for commission, warrant, and petty off 
cers and seamen, including engineers and marines attached | 
to vessels for sea-service, $686,200.”’ 


Mr. STRATTON. | offer the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the clause just read: 

But no intoxicating liquors shall be provided as a bever- 
age. 


Mr. PHELPS. I rise toa question of order, 


| that the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
The amendment was handed to Mr. Macpon- || 


ALD, who presented it in a modified form, as fol- || | 


New Jersey (Mr. Srrarron] changes existing 
aw. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair, upon the point | 
of order raised by the gentleman from Missouri, 


| decides that the amendment is not in order. 


men, and inspectors of timber, at all the United States || 


navy -yards, 


Mr. DUNHAM. I rise toa question of order 
on this amendment. It strikes me to be clear that 
if this law, to which the amendment refers, does 
regulate the pay of these officers, the amendment 
cannot be in order, as it proposes to change the 
existing law. And if that law, to which it refers, 
does not regulate the pay, but the pay is under the 
control of the Secretary of the Navy, then the 
amendment is not in order, as it proposes to reg- 
ulate the pay by law; so that, whether this law 
does or does not regulate the pay of officers, the 
amendment must, of necessity, change the law. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion _ that the amendment offered by the gentleman from | 


that the pay of writers, draughtsmen, and timber 
inspectors In the navy-yard is regulated by the 
Secretary of the Navy, and that estimates are sent 
in forso much as the Secretary may deem reason- 
able for that purpose; and it is, therefore, competent 


for the House to increase the amount to be appro- || 


priated for that object if the House be willing that 
the Secretary shall allow a larger sum. If, then, 
it be the intention of the amendment to alter the 
mode of compensating this class of officers by fix- 
ing their compensation now by law, the Chair 
would hold the amendment to be out of order, 
according to the suggestion of the gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. Dunnam.] If, however, it be de- 
signed simply to authorize the Secretary of the Navy 
to increase the amount of compensation, the Chair 
would hold that the amendment is not out of order, 
But the Chair’ cannot determine this amendment 
unless by reference to the law to which it is in- 
tended to be applied. 

Mr. PHELPS. The pay.of these officers is 


fixed by the act of 1845, reorganizing the Navy || 


Department. [ cannot say whether all of them have 
their pay fixed or not. I do not know whether 


The following clause was read by the Clerk: 
“ For increase, repair, armament, and equipment of the 


| Navy, including the wear and tear of vessels in commis- | 
| sion, fuel for steamers, and purchase of hemp forthe Navy, | 








$2,799,500.” | 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I propose to |) 


add the following at the end of the section just | 
read: 


And the Secretary of the Navy shall have authority to | 
contract with the lowest bidder, after due advertisement, || 
who will supply the Navy with water-rotted hemp fora 
period of five years, giving preference to American hemp || 
at the same price, and raising the test to forty-four hundred 
pounds on rope of one and three fourths inches in circum- ] 
ference. 

Mr. PHELPS. I raise the question of order | 


Tennessee proposes to change existing law. It | 


| proposes to authorize the Secretary of the Navy || 
| to make a contract for the purchase of hemp fora | 


| longer period than that now authorized by law. | edhe haan, 


Mr. STANTON. That is true; but the provis- || 
ion to which the gentleman refere was inserted | 
in the appropriation bill, just as I propose to | 
insert this amendment. | 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the | 
point of order made by the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, and decides the amendment of the gentle- || 
man from Tennessee to be out of order. 


Mr. STANTON. I have another amendment 
which I propose to offer in the same place: 

The amendment was then read, as follows: 

An] such American hemp as may be purchased in the 
western States shall be manufactured at the rope-walk in 
Memphis: Provided, The public authorities of that city will 





| first reconvey the navy-yard property at that place to the 
| Government, by deeds satisfactory to the Secretary of the 


Navy. 

Mr. PHELPS. I again raise the question of } 
order upon the gentleman from Tennessee, that _ 
the amendment he offers is not in order. At the | 


| water-rotted hemp for the use of the Navy. 


| priation shall be expended. 





last session of Congress we abolished the navy- 
yard and the rope-walk at Memphis. The amend- 


| ment now submitted by the gentleman from Ten- 


nessee, proposes to reéstablish the rope-walk and 
the navy-yard at Memphis, Tennessee, upon 


| such conditions as are therein mentioned, thus 


changing existing law, which | hold cannot be 
done in an appropriation bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 


| point of order made by the gentleman from Mis- 
| souri, and rules the amendment out of order. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Theclause of 
the bill just. read makes an are ** For 
increase, repair, armament, and equipment of the 
Navy, including the wear and tear of vessels in 
commission, fuel for steamers, and purchase of 
hemp for the Navy, of §2,799,500."" Now it is 
known, perhaps, to every gentleman upon this 


|| floor, that we have certain hemp agencies in the 


western States for the purchase of ee 
t 8, 
perhaps, not known to many gentlemen upon thia 
floor that, for the last fiscal year ending the 30th 
of June last, not one pound of American hemp 
was purchased. Although very large quantities 
of hemp are made in this country, and although 


|| experience shows that, when properly made, the 


American hemp is stronger, and admits a higher 


| test than the Russian hemp, yet no measures have 


been taken to secure it; and now, when I pro 
to adopt efficient measures for that purpose, t am 
met with the technical objection that it is not in 
order to regulate the manner in which the appro- 
I submit to the decis- 
ion of the Chair, I submit to the will of the com- 
mittee, whether it should tie its hands upon a mere 


| technical question of order, and refuse to do that 


which ought to be done. | call upon every west- 
ern man, every man who represents a hemp-grow- 


| ing region—even the gentleman from Missouri, 


(Mr. Pnerrs,] himself, to answer upon what 
principle it is, they can stand by and see such 


| Injustice as this perpetrated against their own 
|| constituents. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. Some years 
ago, if | remember right, the gentleman from Ten- 


| nessee appealed to me to assist-him in building a 


navy-yard at Memphis. I did assist him. At 
the last session of Congress he asked my assist- 
ance in giving that navy-yard to thecity. I gave 


|, him my assistance then; will he have the kindness 


to tell me what he wants I should do now? 
Mr.STANTON. The gentieman from Illinois 
is just about as accurate in the one case as in the 
other, for he is inaccuratein both. I never asked 
the gentleman from Illinois, or any other gentie- 
man here, to build the navy-yard at Memphis. [ 
was nota member of this House when the appro- 
priation for that purpose was made. Again, as to 
the other point he has made—l attribute the gen- 
tleman’s want of accuracy not to any disposition 
on his part to misrepresent the facts—it is true, 
sir, that, on the last might of the last session of 
Congress, to my uli: amazement | was informed 


| that the Senate had stricken out the appropriation 


for the Memphis navy-yard; or, rather, that it 
had refused to appropriate the amount required 
by the Navy Department for the purpose of car- 
rying on and keeping up that vale 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of lilinois. I wish to 
ask the gentleman if he was not here before he was 
a member of Congress? 

Mr. STANTON. Was I not here before I 
came here as a member of Congress? I have 


Mr. WENTWORTH. Was! not introduced 
to the gentleman from Tennessee by John Bashe? 

Mr. STANTON. No, sir. I was not here at 
the time the Memphis navy-yard was established. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. om introduced toa 
number of citizens of Memphis, who requested me, 
asea western man, to favor the establishment of 
that yard, and | had the impression that the gentle- 
man from Tennessee was one of them. That was 
before he wea elected a member of Congress. At 
any rate, | was introduced to a gentleman who, b 
was informed, was the Democratic enndidate for 
Con from the Memphis district, and I was 
told he certainly would be elected. 

Mr. STANTON. I had not been in Wash- 
ington for about ten years before the bili estab- 
lishing the Memphis navy-yard was passed. And 
I bad not been here for ten years, up to the year 
after the bill was passed. 
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Mr. HENDRICKS. I rise toa question of order. || submitted from time to time, without needing a | But I wish to state to the committee a few facts 


Mr. STANTON, 1 beg leave to say to the | lung argument from me. I will say, however, in || 
committee that I have not introduced this discus- a few words, that the Government of the United 
sion atall. The credit of it belongs to the gentle- | States have expended $1.000,000 in building up 
man from [linois. an establishment ata point where it can be ex || 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Has not the Chair de- tremely useful to the Government in a variety of 
cided the amendment of the gentleman from Ten- | ways. I say, moreover, that every western man, 
nessee outof order? | every man in the valley of the Mississippi, is 

TheCHAIRMAN,. TheChairhas so decided; deeply interested in the-reéstablishment of that | 
but the gentleman from Tennessee is upon the yard. A greater portion of the supplies for the | 
floor now to speak to the merits of the bill. navy, coal, iron, hemp, copper, and provisions of 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Thendebatemustbecon- all kinds, must come from that portion of the 
fined to the bill; and as there is nothing in the bill | country. Although they may be purchased at | 
in reference to the Memphis navy-yard, all this || other points, at the east and elsewhere, yet they 
debate is out of order. are produced in the gfeat valley of the Mississippi. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Ten- || In order, under all circumstances and in all times, 
nessee will confine his remarks to the bill. to be able to avail ourselves of the resources of 

Mr. STANTON. I was discussing this hemp || that valley, it is necessary that this establishment 
question, in reference to its purchase in the west- | should be retained in the center of it. 
ern States, and the gentleman from Illinois inter- It is perfectly idle to say that vessels of a class || 
rupted me, and I yielded, as he desired to ask me || suitable for the service of the Navy, cannot be | 
a question, and that is the matter to which the | built in Memphis and carried out to sea, in any 
gentleman takes objection. numbers. J] need not say to you, Mr. Chairman, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will only say | who understand this matter so well, that in case | 

nerally, that, under the order of the House, | of a naval war, the first operation of any great | 

bate must be confined to the bill itself; but the || naval Power would be to shut up completely the 
Chair is not prepared to say there are no provis- | Gulf of Mexico. It is apparent that that could be 
ions in the bill which justify the course of remark | done, and the whole commerce of that country | 
pursued by the gentleman from Tennessee. would be closed and shut up, and it is evident || 

Mr. STANTON. In reference to another part | that all the greatest interests of the country would | 
of the naval policy of the country to which the | suffer materially thereby. You are told by the 
gentleman from IHilinois referred, | desire to say | chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs 
a single word. On being informed, to my aston- | Mr. PHILLIPS. I rise to a question of order. | 
ishment, as I said, that the Senate had stricken | I regret to be compelled to make it on my friend | 
out the appropriation for the continuance of the | from Tennessee; but I have waited to see whether 
navy-yard at Memphis, when one of the Senators |' he was coming to a conclusion. 1 submit whether 
from Tennessee inquired of me whether, in that | this discussion on the Memphis navy-yard is in 
state of things, L would be willing to go for a | order? 
proposition to give the establishment to the city, TheCHAIRMAN. TheChair is not informed | 
of Memphis, I told him | weuld. When the bill | that there is in the bill any provision in reference | 
came to the House, upon the first proposition to || to the Memphis navy-yard, and would suggest to | 
strike out the appropriation, I resisted, with all my || the gentleman from Tennessee, that, under the 

wer, its adoption by the House: I desired to || resolution of the House, he must confine his 

ave that appropriation retained in the bill, and | remarks to the subject of the bill now under con- 
then the establishment would have gone onas usual; |, sideration. 
but when it was voted own, and every dollar, even | Mr. STANTON. Iam speaking on the gen- | 
| 
| 


| 

| 
} 
1} 
i} 


| 


1} 
| 





for the necessary repairs of keeping up the estab- | eral interests of the Navy, and if it be not in order || 
lishment, was stricken out of the bill, | did vote 
for giving the establishment to the city of Mem-| country, | am at a loss to know where it is. 

hie; and I would do the same again under simi- The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is disposed to || 
ar circumstances. And I say more, that unless | allow debate as far as he can justly do so under | 


to here discuss the general naval policy of the 


the Government is disposed to reéstablish that | the rule. He thinks that debate ought not to be | 
navy-yard, f am in favor of the city keeping it. | restricted to the words and letters of the bill, and | 
But while | was very anxious the bill should pass | that any remarks relating to the objects of the ap- || 
in that form, after the appropriation had been | propriations would be in order. The Chair would, | 
stricken out, | am very sure | made no personal || at the same time, indicate that remarks applying | 
application to the gentleman from Illinois. I did || to questions not embraced by the bill, would not | 
make the request of the House, and made an || be in order. 
argument in favor of it. | Mr. STANTON. I have nothing more to say 
hat I wanted to say in relation to this hemp || in regard to what I conceive to be the principal 
provision was, that American hemp can be fur- | naval policy of the country; but desire to say, || 
nished to the Government as cheaply, and much | simply, that if any gentleman here supposes I am |! 
stronger, than Russian hem It can be spun at | looking for popularity at home, he is entirely mis- || 
Memphis MY machinery alred@Y there, and which | taken. I do not intend to be again a candidate || 
is ready to be given back to the United States. It | for reélection; and my only purpose in urging || 
cost, with the building, some two or three hun- | this matter at the present time, and which I will | 
dréd thousand dollars. The hemp can be spun || have at any future time, is to do what I believe to | 
there as well as anywhere else in the world, for || be a duty to the people whom I represent and to || 


ernment, is said to be the most complete establish- | amount of property which has been thrown away, || 
ment of the kind anywhere to be found. | inconsiderately, I believe, at the last session of | 

It seems to me, sir, it is a gross injustice to || Congress. So far as the local interests are con-} 
American interests not to do so. I do not ask you | cerned, I doubt not, it would be better for her to || 
to’ protect American hemp any more than it is || take the property, sell it, and put the proceeds in | 
protected <4 existing law, I do not ask you to || the Treasury. | 
show any favor to American hemp, but simply Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I offer the || 
that you should rchase American hemp at the 1 following amendment: i] 
same price at w ich you can procure Russian |, _ After the words “for increase, repair, armament, and H 
hemp, and to give western men an opportunity to || equipment of the Navy, including the wear and tear of ves- | 
furnish it at such price. 1 think that request is | S¢!s 1u commission, fuel for steamers, and purchase of hemp || 
reasonable and t. I have a letter from the | the Navy sues ot ae dew nie enlitiecina™® 
Secretary of the Navy, in which he admits to nfe || contract Ainerican water-roted Sehenpanpedieite er i 
that measeres taken for obtaining American hemp || tity, if the same can be obtained of equal quality, not to 
entirely failed, and that he believes it woald be || exceed the price of Russian water-rotted hemp. H 
desirable to make contracts for it, running from || Mr. Chairman, that proviso is not in conflict 
three to five years. with any law which now exists, unless in respect 

I desire to say one word farther in relation to || to the quantity of hemp that the Secre 
the Memphis navy-yard. I do not intend to || purchase. The law now is, that the 
trouble the House with a long speech, for | know |! may purchase American water-rotted hemp, pro- 
I should do no by sach a course, nor would || vided it be of the same quality and can be obtained 
it enlighten the House. If the House is » || for the same price as the Russian water-rotted | 
at the proper time, to vote for the establighment || hemp. In my proviso I say that the Secretary || 
of that yard, | Know they are a ne may purchase it by contract in any suitable quan- 
ened upon the subject, from looking at the reports || tity. If that alters the law, let it do so. 





may | 


in connection with this matter, which will ‘show 


| the reason why the American Navy has not used, 
| for the last eighteen months or two years,a sings 


pound of American water-rotted hemp. The 


| Government has authorized the appointment of 


two hemp agents; one at St. Louis, in Missouri, 
and the other at Lexington, in the State which { 
have the honor in part to represent. These 
agents, it is true, are authorized by the Govern. 
ment to procure American water-rotted hemp for 


‘| the Navy. The Government, and the officers of 


the Navy, know that hemp can be, and is, pro. 


duced in this country of as good quality, if not 
| infinitely better, because it bears a greater test 


than that purchased from the commission mer. 
chants of Boston, and imported from Russia, 


|| The Secretary of the Navy is, I believe, anxious— 


I know he is, for he told me so—to encourage, as 
far as he had it in his power, the culture and pro- 
duction of American hemp; but he says that he 


_is dependent upon those who surround him, and 
| who are more experienced, for information on this 


subject. He does not exactly know what good 
water-rotted hemp is; and it is not to be presumed 


‘| that he should know. He has been raised in a 
|| State where hemp is not cultivated. But the in- 


structions issued from his office by his subordin- 
ates are of such a character that it is utterly 
impossible to buy a single pound of hemp, no 
matter what is its quality for durability and 


| strength—— 


Mr. PHELPS. I would suggest to my friend 
to let us take a vote, and the proposition be adopted. 
Mr. STANTON. I wish to explain the matter 
in afew words. These instructions, issued to the 


| hemp agents at Louisville and St. Louis, make 


the requisitions that the hemp purchased for the 
Government shall be of a particular odor, of a 
particular color, of a particular feel, and, in ad- 
dition to all this, that each fiber in a hank shall 
be of precisely the same length. These requisi- 


| tions it is utterly impossible to comply with, and 
| therefore it is no«American water-rotted hemp is 


used in the Navy. 
Here is another reason why it cannot be pro- 


| cured in great quantities: The farmers of Ken- 


tucky, who are able to undergo the expense of 


|| providing machinery, and all the means for water- 


rotting hemp, will not do so while these instruc- 


|, tions hang over the heads of the hemp agents. 
| They say, if they expend $50,000 or $100,000 in 


the culture of the hemp, that, when it goes before 
the agents, and does not agree with all of the requi- 


| sitions, even to the uniformity of length of the 


fibers, they lose all. But give one of these Ken- 


| tucky farmers a contract to supply one hundred 


tons, or fifty tons, or even twenty-five tons, and 
he will go to work and make the necessary prep- 


arations. I[t is an expensive operation to provide 


vats and a steam engine for the purpose of water- 


, rotting hemp as it should be water-rotted. They 
. will not enter into it if there exists this uncertainty 


of their hemp being purchased by the authorities 
of the Government. I hope the amendment may 
be adopted. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think the amend- 
ment unnecessary. I have become satisfied, for 


| one, that the contract system is an injurious one. 


It is the best way for the Government to go into 
open market, and there buy what it wants. 

Mr.STANTON. Thenit will buy nothing but 
Russian hemp. 

Mr. JONES. Ifthe Russian hemp be cheapest 
and best let the Government buy it. 

Mr. STANTON, The American hemp is best. 

Mr. JONES. Then let it buy that. 

Mr. STANTON. But American farmers will 
not grow it unless they have an assurance of its 
being purchased when it isgrown and water-rotted. 
et le y apparatus costs from $50,000 to 
, The question was taken; and the amendment 
was disagreed to. 

Mr. WELLS. I rmoveto amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the word “three ” and in- 
serting the word ‘‘ two ” in the clause of the bill 
appropriating $3,000,000 for six steam frigates, 
and insert, at the end of the bill, the following: 

That to sus- 
pend in ferceer canebramned wane Serehtee of eredd ecu frig- 
ates authorized to be built atthe last session, as soon as it 
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Mr. HAMILTON. That is right. Let it be | 
adopted. 4 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. If the gentleman 
from Wisconsin will give way I will move that 
the committee do now rise. It is getting very late 
in the day, and the committee is thin. 

Mr. FAULKNER. | trust the gentleman will 
not make that motion. Let us get through with 
the bill first. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Triseto a question of order. 
If no other gentleman has submitted the point of 
order, | submit that the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin is not in order. At the last 
session of Congress we passed a law authorizing 
the Secretary of the Navy to proceed with the 
construction of six steam frigates, and to complete 
them. This amendment denies the authority to 
complete more than three of them, and therefore 
changes the law of the last session. I submit that 
the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I rise to a question | 
of order. When the gentleman from Wisconsin 
obtained the floor, he yielded it to me to move that 
the committee rise. I submitted the motion, and I | 
desire to know why the motion has not been put? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not under- 
stand the gentleman from Wisconsin to yield the 
floor, and, therefore, did not recognize the gentle- 
man from Indiana. 

Mr. DAVIS. The gentleman from Wisconsin 
did yield the floor, and I submitted the motion. 

Mr. PHELPS. I appeal to the gentleman from 
Indiana to withdraw the motion. 

Mr. DAVIS. No, sir; I do not withdraw it. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Wis- 
consin had not the floor to makethe motion. The 
Chair sustains the question of order raised by the 
gentleman from Virginia, and decides the amend- 


ment to be out of order. 


Mr. WELLS. Is the question of order de- | 
batable ? 
The CHAIRMAN. It is not. | 
Mr. WELLS. I appeal from the decision of 


the Chairy and call for the reading of the amend- | 
ment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the question will 
be: **Shall the decision of the Chair stand as 
the judgment of the committee?”?’ The Chair will 
state the grounds of his decision. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I rise to a privileged 
question. There is certainly not a quorum pres- 
ent with which to decide the appeal. I move that | 
the committee do now rise. | 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then let us vote | 


down the motion, and have a call of the roll. 

Mr. HENN. 
that the committee rise. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the committee | 
refused to rise—ayes 35, noes 50. 

Cries of ** Call the roll !’’] 
r. ORR. Iask the unanimous consent that | 
tellers may be ordered, and a recount made. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object, and de-| 
mand that the roll be called. 

The roil was called, and the names of the 
absentees noted. 

The committee then rose, and the Speaker pro | 
tempore (Mr. Jones, of Tennessee) having taken | 
the chair, the Chairman [Mr. Mituson} reported | 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union had, according to order, had the Union | 
generally under consideration, and particularly | 
the naval appropriation bill, and having found | 
itself without a quorum, had directed the roll 
to be called, and had instructed him to report | 
the facts to the House with the names of the. 
matte, 

he SPEAKER tempore announced that | 
a hundred and biehe ae quorum—had answered | 
to their names. 

Mr. HENN. I ask the enanimous consent of | 
the House to take up Senate bill No. 621, which | 
provides for establishing additional land districts 
in the State of Iowa. There will be no objection | 
to the bill, and I hope it will be taken up aod | 


Pp . 

The SPEAKER pro paper. No quorum 
having appeared upon a call of the roll in coastait 
tee, the proposition of the gentleman is notin order. 

Mr. HENN,. Will it be in order to move to 
suspend the rules, and have the motion entered ? 

he SPEAKER pro tempore. 1t will not. No 
quorum is present, and no motion is, therefore, in 
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I demand tellers upon the motion || 


| in the order of rank or seniority. 





order, except to adjourn, and for a call of the 
House. 
Mr. HAMILTON. 
do now adjcurn. 
The question was put; and the motion agreed to. 
And thereupon, at four oclock, p. m., the House 
adjourned until eleven o’clock, a. m.,on Monday 
next. 


I move that the House 


IN SENATE. 


Mownpar, February 26, 1855. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Suicer. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 


EFFICIENCY Of THE NAVY. 


On the motion of Mr. MALLORY, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of the amendments 
of the House of Representatives to the bill of the 
Senate to promote the efficiency of the Navy. 

The first amendment of the House was to insert, 
in the first section, after the word ‘“ duty,”’ the 
word ** both.”’ 

The second was to insert in the same section, 


\| before ** vacancies,’’ the words: 


Whenever said board shall believe that said incompe- 
teney has arisen from any cause implying sufficient blame 
| upon the part of said officer to justify it, they shall recom- 
mend that his name be stricken altogether trom the rolls. 

The section, as thus amended, will read: 

That as sqon as practicable after the passage of this act, 
the President of the United States shall cause a board of 
| naval officers to be assembled, to consist of five captains, 
five commanders, and five lieutenants; which board, under 


|| such regulations as the Secretary of the Navy may pre- 


scribe, svall make a careful examination into the efficiency 
of the officers of the grades hereinafter mentioned, and shall 
report to the Secretary of the Navy the names and rank of 
all officers of the said grades who, in the judgment of said 
board, shall be incapable of performing promptly and effi- 


| ciently all their duty, both ashore and afloat ; and when ver 
|| said board shall believe that said incompetency has arisen 


from any cause implying sufficient blame upon the part of 
said officer to justify it, they shall recommend that bis name 
be stricken altogether from the rolls. Vacancies occurring | 
in said board shall be filled by the Secretary of the Navy, 
who shall preserve the number and grades of its officers, 
as aloresaid: Provided, That no officers upon said board 
shall examine into, or report upon, the efficiency of officers | 
of a grade above them, 


The second amendment of the bill, as it passed 
the Senate, was as follows: 

Sec. 2. 4nd be it further enacted, That all officers who 
shall be found by the said board incapable of performing the 
duties of their respective offices, ranks, or grades, shall, if 
such finding be approved by the President, be placed, in the 
order of their rank and seniority at the time, upon a list in 
the Navy Register, to be eniitled the reserved list ; and they 
shall receive the leave-of absence pay, or the furlough pay, 
to which they may be entitled when so placed, and shail be 
ineligible to further promotion, but shall be subject to the 
orders of the Navy Department at all times for duty; and 
vacancies created in the active-service list, by placing offi- 
cers on the reserved list, shall be filled by regular promotion 
And officers who may | 
be promoted to fill the vacancies created by the reserved 
list shall, while unemployed, receive only the “ leave-of 
absence”’ or ‘* waiting-orders” pay to which they would 
have been entitled if such promotion had not been made ; 
but when employed at sea, or on other duty, they shall re- 
ceive, in addition to such “ Jeave-of absence’? or“ waiting- | 
orders” pay, the difference between the “* waiting-orders’’ 
or “ leave-of-absence”’ pay, and the “sea or other duty”? | 
pay of the grade to which they may be so promoted: Pro- 
vided, That this scrutiny and reservation of officers shall | 
extend only to the grades of captain, commander, lieuten- | 
ant, passed midshipmen, and masters: ind provided fur- | 
ther, That nothing in this act contained shall be held or 
construed to authorize any increase of the aggregate pay of 
the said grades, or of the naval service, as now allowed by 


law. 

The third amendment of the House was to 
insert between the words ‘* be” and ‘* placed’’ the 
words ‘* dropped from the rolls or.” 

The fourth was to amend the clause “‘ and they 
shall receive the leave-of-absence pay to which they 
may be entitled when so placed,” by striking out 
‘*they” and inserting ‘‘ those so placed on the 
reserved list.” 

The fifth was to add at the end of that clause 
the words ‘* according to the report of the board, 
and approval of the President.’ 

The sixth was to strike out ‘sea or other 
duty,”’ and insert “‘ the lowest sea service.’’ 

The seventh was to strike out of the first pro- 
viso ‘* passed midshipmen and masters,” and 
insert ‘* masters and passed midshipmen.”’ 

The eighth was to insert, after ‘* and provided 
further,”’ the words: 


"That all vacancies occurring in the grade of masters 
shall be filled by the promotion of the senior passed mid- 
shipmen—to be entitled masters in the line of promotion— 
who, when promoted, shal! receive the pay allowed by law | 
to masters; that the number of masters in the line of pro- 
motion shal! not exceed sixty,’’ &c. 





NAL GLOBE. 


That section, as thus amended, would read: 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That al! officers who 


| shall be found by the said board incapable of perfarming 
| th 


| the duties of their respective offices, ranks, or grades, 
| shall, if such finding be approved by the President, be 


| dropped from the roils, or placed in the order of their rank 


| and seniority at the time, anon a bis: in the Navy Regist: r, 
| to be entitled the reserved list ; and those so placed ow the 
reserved list shall recei®: Ube leave of absence-pay, or the 
furlough pay, to which they may be enutled whens piaced, 
| according to the report of the hoard and approva) ot the 
President, and shall be ineligible to further promotion. but 
shall be subject to the orders of the Navy Department at 
| all times for duty; and vacancies created in the active- 
service list, by placing officers on the reserved list, shall be 
filled by regular promotion inthe order of rank or seniority. 
And officers who may be pomoted w fill the vacancies 
created by the reserved list shall, while unemployed, re- 
ceive only the “ leave of absence ” or * waiting orders’? 
| pay to which they would have been entitled if such promo- 
tion had not been made ; but when employed at sea, or on 
| other duty, they shal) receive, in addition te such * beave- 
| of-absence”’ or ** waiting orders’’ pay, the difference be- 
| tween the * waiting orders’’ or *‘ teave-of-absence”’ pay, 
and the lowest sea-service pay of the grade to which they 
may be so ed: Provided, That this scrminy and 
reservation of officers shall extend only to the grades of 
| captain, commander, lieutenant, masters, and passed mid- 
shipmen: And provided further, ‘That all vacancies occur- 
ring in the grade of masters shall be filed by the promotion 
of the senior passed mid-hipmen—to be entitled rmstere in 
| the line of promotion—who, when promoted, shall receive 
| the pay allowed by law to masters; that the number of 
| masters in the line of promotion shall not exceed sixty; and 
| that nothing in this act contained shall be held or construed 
| to authorize any increase of the aggregate pay of the said 
| grades, or of the naval service, as now allowed by jaw. 


| The ninth amendment was to insert in the third 
| section the words printed in italies: 

| Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this 
act contained shall be construed to restrict, apply to, or im- 
pair the regular promotion of officers in the service list of 
the Navy who may be atany tune enuled to promotion 
consequent upon deaths, dismissals, or resignations in the 
naval service, norin any manner to abridge or impair the 
| right of the Secretary of the Navy to place any officers upon 
turlough. 

The tenth amendment was to add: 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That nothing mm thie 
act shal! be so construed as to increase the aggregate num- 
| ber of officers, and that al) laws, or clausee of lawa, so fer 
| as they conflict with the provisions of this act, are bereby 
repealed. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on con- 
curring in the amendments of the House. That 
question will be taken on the amendments gener- 
ny; or sepasately if any Senator desires it. 

r. PRATT. I now propose to submit as an 
amendment to the amendments of the House, the 
one which I had the honor to lay on the table 
| Some days ago and have printed. 

Mr. MALLORY. I suggest to the Senator 
from Maryland to let us first concur in the amend- 
ments from the House. 

Mr. PRATT. Then I could not offer mine at 
all. 

Mr. MORTON. I rise to make an inquiry. } 


| 
| 
| 
! 
i 





|| am opposed to the bill in principle and detail; but 


I desire to inquire whether, if we act upon the 
amendments of the House and agree to them, and 
also to the amendment of the Senator from Mary- 
land, that would not be an end of the bill? Or 
whether, if we reject the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Maryland, and agree to the amendmente 
of the House, that would not be an end of the bill, 
so far as the Senate is concerned? Would n then 
be in order, in other words, to move its indefinite 
tponement? 

The PRESIDENT. It is in order to move the 
indefinite postponement of a bill at any stage of 
its consideration. 

Mr. MORTON. I know it would be perfectly 
in order to move its indefinite postponement at 
this time, but my friend from Maryland desires 


|| that the Senate should first vote on his amend- 


ment. I am willing to allow his amendment to 
be voted on if that will not preclude my right to 
submit the motion to postpone the bill indefinnely 
after it haa, been voted upon; but I do not want 
to forego the right which | have of making that 
motion. 

Mr. PRATT. I apprehend that the amend- 
ment which I have proposed, if adopted, will not 
prevent the motion of the honorable Senator from 
Florida to postpone the bill indefinitely; but if the 
amendments of the House be to by the 
Senate, then the bill will have finally passed, and 
it would not be competent to submit that motion 
unless a motion were made to reconsider the 
amendments. It is certainly, however, in order 
to have considered the amendment which | have 
proposed. If that amendmentshouid be adopted, 
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or if it shoald not be adopted, anterior to a vote | 
oa the amendments of the House, the honorabl: 
Senator from Florida can make his motion. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Mary- 
land iscorrect, By concurring in the amendments 
of the House generally, the question is disposed 
of, a8 far as the Senate is concerned. If the 
Senate concur in the amendments of the House, it | 
will not be in the power of the Senator from Flor- 
ida to move the indefinite postponement of the 
bill. The motion can be submitted before they are 





acted upon. The question is upon the amendment | 


of the Senator from Maryland. 

The amendment was as follows: 

That the Senate concur in the amendments of 
the House of Representatives, with the following 
amendweut: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, Thatns enon as prac- | 
ticable after ihe passage of this act, the Presidentof the 
Unurted States +halt cause a board of naval medical officers 
to be assembled, to consist of five surgeons, five passed as- 
sistant surgeons, and five assistant surgeons ; which board, 
under such reguiations asthe Secretary may prescnbe, shall 
make @ careful examination into the efficiency of the offi- 
cers of said grades, and shall report to the Secretary of the 
Navy the names and rank of all officers of the said grades 
who, in the judgment of said board, shall be incapable of per- | 


forming, promptly and efficiently, all their duty ashore and 
Sfloat; aud vacancies Occurring in said board sball be filled | 
by the Secretary of the Navy, who shall preserve the num- 
ber and grades of its officers, as aforesaid: Provided, 'Tivat 
no otheers upon said board shall examine into, or report 
upon, the efherency of officers of a grade above them, aud 
that the provisions of the secoud section of Unis bill shall ex- 
tend to We officers spee: fied in this. » 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, the amend- 


ment now proposed, as I understand it, is an 
amendment ta the amendments of the House to | 
the Senate bill. | do not know that I have any | 
objection to the amendment of the honorable 
Senator from Maryland, if the amendments of the 
House are to be concurred in, nor do I mean to 
discuss, at length, those amendments. I wish 
simply to enter my protest against the erection of 
any tribunal of the character which one amend- 
ment of the House directs to be created. Sir, I 
am perfectly aware that reformation is wanted 
in the naval service. I| admit it; but | am not 
willing to sacrifice what [ consider to be a great 
principle, even for attaining that reformation. I 
do not wish to agree to the irresponsible exercise || 
of the power which it will confer. The bill as it || 


passed the Senate, I could assent to cheerfully. | justice?” 


One of the amendments of the House embodies a || 
provision by which an irresponsible court of five || 
officers is to be created, upon whose opinions, or \| 
belief, as to the capacity or fitness of their fellows | 
in the service, the President of the United States, | 
without. responsibility, may drop them from the || 
service, though they may have been in it twenty, | 
r thirty, or forty years. No such power, with || 
my consent, shal! be given to any board of offi- | 
cers. If the Navy cannot be reformed without || 
that, so far as my vote goes, it shall stand as it is. || 
I think the principle involved in that amendment || 
wrong in itself. 
it is wrong in principle to take out of the service || 
a board of officers who shall pass their opinions | 
on the respective merits and qualifications of other | 
officers in the service, without accusation, without | 
hearing, without a charge, and then, sanctioned | 
by that report, without responsibility, to say that | 
the President may drop them from the service. 
Sir, i was willing to go for the retired list; for I 
look upon the naval service as one in which, if a 
man continues long, he becomes unqualified for 
the pee of any other duty. It may well 
be that an officer of the Navy may not have been 
distinguished in the service, though he may have | 
performed, as men often do in private life, his 
duties in a manner sufficiently creditable. He 
may have done that, but not in any distinguished 
manner; and I should be unwilling, when that man 
reaches the age of forty or fifty years, unless there 
be some positive charge against him, to throw him 
out of the service into beggary. I think the prin- 
ciple of the House amendment intolerable; and | 
believe that, if it is concurred in, the oppressions 
that will necessarily take place under it will be 
wach that it will have to be amended. I make the 
objection, Mr. President; but if the Senate choose 
to agree to the amendment, be it so, Experi 
must indicate whether | am right or not; but I am 


not willing, without making the objection, and 
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| ing this amendment. 


| as a final judgment; and | am willing to trust the 
| question to a jury of his peers. 


| of his peers for a correct judgment; and if, in the | 


| thorough reformation. 


| from all parts of the earth, men perfectly unknown || 











Mr. PRATT. 


it is not now upon the amendment of the House, 
but upon the amendment which I have proposed, | 
that the Senate is first to vote. My amendment 
puts surgeons in the Navy on the same footing as 
officers of the line. I do not propose, Mr. Piesi- 
dent, unless others do so, to discuss the propriety 
of this amendment. I only ask for the yeas and | 
nays upon its adoption. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MALLORY. 1 donot propose to occupy 


GLOBL. 


I desire the honorable Senator | reason: we have an academy from which to take 
| from Delaware, and other Senators, to notice that 
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|_ officers, and we decrease the lower grades as we 
reserve the higher. The same number will be 
educated in the academy. The law of the United 
States fixes that number one for each congres. 
sional district; but when you come to retire sur. 
geons you must promote other surgeons from 
civil life. The Secretary of the Navy tells yoy 
that you have not enough now; and the moment 
| you reserve any you must take others from ciyjj 
| life, and that will increase the expenditures of the 
Navy. 





|| the attention of the Senate five minutes in discuss- || 
The bill, as it went from || 


the Senate to the House, wasa good bill, maturely | 
considered in the Navy Department, maturely | 


| considered by the Senate committee appointed for | 


the purpose, and, in my judgement, it will really 
promote the efficiency of the Navy. As it comes 
from the House, it has been improved. Thecom- 
mittee in the House gave it a thorough investiga- 


‘tion. In those amendments of the House the 


Navy Department fully concur. In those amend- 
ments the Senate committee fully concur. I pro- 
pose, in a very few words, to answer the objection 
of the honorable Senator from Delaware. 

He objects to confiding to the board this power 
to designate for reservation any officer whose con- 
duct is such as to justify a recommendation of 
dismissal from the Navy. The board is to have 


no other authority than to recommend. Over them || 
| the Secretary of the Navy first, the President next, 


and the Senate next, as a matier of course, will 
exercise jurisdiction and authority. The exercise 
of this power in regard to the officers is to be 
placed where it ought to be placed—in the judg- | 
ment of their peers; and, sir, if there be a man in 


But another objection to the amendment is, that 
the corps of surgeons is but one corps of the staff, 
| There are the engineers, the marine officers, the 
| chaplains, the naval constructors, and all other 
_ staff corps, who will, if you agree to this, be de. 

manding the same measure of justice. It is in 
| contemplation by the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
_ at the next session, to take up the entire corps and 
| legislate for them, but not to legislate for one in 

detail—not to do justice to one and withhold it from 
| another. The committee at this session have 
| agreed to report this measure in a separate bill, 
| | trust the amendment will not be agreed to, and 
| that we shall not jeopard the bill by our action 
| here, because, if we return it to the House, there 
| is a strong probability that it will fail. 
| Mr. BAYARD. The services of the honorable 
|| Senator from Florida, in behalf of the Navy, no 
one will question. His knowledge in reference to 
| the matter no one will doubt. But, sir, I differ 


| from him as to what he calls the judgment of a 


man’s peers—that is, in this case of five officers 
| brought together at the will of the President, who 
| are to make no inquiry upon testimony, who are 


| not to hear the party, but who, on their own opin- 


the service whose character is so degraded, whose ion and belief—for that is the substance of the 
standing is so infamous, that a jury of his peers, || language of the bill—may, by an arbitrary discre- 


after thirty years’ acquaintance, will decide that | 
he ought to be dismissed from the service, I say, || 
in due deference to the judgment of the Senator | 
from Delaware, that that decision should betaken 


Every man in 





! 


every profession of life looks alone to the opinion | 


tion, recommend to the President that A, B,C, 
and D, their fellow officers, be dropped from the 


|, may drop a man from the list and turn him forth 


to the world without means of support, though he 


| list; and then, that on that authority the President 
| 


| may have been ten, twenty, or thirty years in the 


service of the country. 


Mr. SHIELDS. Will the honorable Senator 


Navy, we cannot trust the delegation of this power || permit me to ask him whether the President can- 


to judge of an officer, where may we loek for || not drop an officer from the list without this ex- 


I am in favor of promoting the efficiency of the 
Navy; it has no better friend in Congress than [ || 
am. I have labored for years to obtain some || 
It is almost impossible to || 
pass through Congress anything that strikes at || 
the root of the heart-burnings which are wearing || 
the Navy out; and when you find men coming || 


to the Navy Department, whose names are looked 
upon by the clerks of the Department as abstrac- || 
tions, asort of John Does and Richard Roes, in the 
service, men of thirty-two years standing, who have 
not raised their hands in the service, whose char- 
acters are so bad in some instances that they can- 
not get a common bill for compensation through 
this body, and when we make the slightest attempt 
to place a hand upon them, we are met by objec- 
tions. If this bill goes back to the House, filled 
as it is with the germ of excellence and improve- 


| amination ? 


Mr. BAYARD. I have no doubt about that; 
but the wide distinction is this: There is the power 
with responsibility; but if you interpose this board 
of officers the President will throw himself upon 
the opinion of the board, and he will not carry his 
responsibility beyond it. The board recommend 
him to drop A, B, C, and D from the list; there- 
fore there will be no individual responsibility; but 


| as to the power of the President of the United 


States now to dismiss an officer from the Navy, 
without a court-martial, and to exercise that power 
in an arbitrary manner, there is an independent 
spirit in the Navy and in the country, there is a 
jealousy in the Navy as to its exercise which no 
President would hazard; and therefore you find in 
your experience that, though the President has in 
certain cases dismissed officers from the Navy 
without a court-martial, the power has not been 
exercised for the purposes of abuse. But it seems 


ment of the service, it fails. The amendments of || to me here is an inquisitorial tribunal, dependent 





the House are good, but they have not time to 
act upon itif we amend their amendments. 

As to the amendment of my friend from Mary- 
land I shall say but a few words. He is in favor 
of this bill, with his amendment or without it. 
His amendment is simply to extend the provis- 


upon the opinion of the board alone; and the result 
will be, that, if you constitute such a board, you 
will introduce personal cliques into the Navy, and 
personal favoritism and subserviency, and bring 
difficulty into it. 

I de not consider that a reform. I am in favor 


ions of the bill from the line officers of the Navy, || of a reform of the Navy, and I regret that I have 


the sailor officers of the Navy, to the medical 
officers—from the fighting men to the non-com- 
batants, from the line to the staff. 

Now, Mr. President, the committee of the 
Senate have had this thing under mature consid- 
eration. [t is in favor of legislating for the staff 
officers of the service. In the general bill which 

this body those corps are legislated for; 


to oppose this provision, but I opposed it before 
when it wasin tlhe bill which was alana brought 
into the Senate. The Senate has refused to adopt 
it before. The Senate the bill without 
granting to the , which might place a man 
upon the reserved list, but still leave him the means 
of subsistence, the power which might throw him 
out of the service altogether. That is my objec- 


ut this is an experiment, an experiment which || tion to the amendment. I cannot consider such a 


can be confined only to the line officers, because 
the philosophy of the bill contemplates that no 
increase uf expenditure for the naval service, and 
no increase of grades, shall be had; but adopt this 

ment and you increase the expense and in- 


» 80 constituted and so acting, as anything 
more than something like a star chamber, and the 
result of it would be beyond al] question, injuri- 
ous to the Navy. I am anxious to see this bill 
passed finally as it the Senate; and if any 


crease the number of grades in the Navy. Hence || amendment but one which I think violates an im- 


it is that you cannot agree to the amendment and 


) preserve the philosophy of the bill. It is so for this 


es inciple had bee into it, [ would 
ve aarred e af mi Sijastinnn to it; I should not 
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have proposed any amendment, even if I had 
deemed it desirable myself, but 1 cannot consent 
to give my vote in favor of the e of this bilt, || 
witha provision as objectionable as | consider the 
amendment of the House, to which I refer, to be. | 
Mr. PRATT. I should have been very glad if || 
the discuss.on had been confined to the question | 
which is now under the immediate consideration || 
of the Senate. I shall not discuss the general || 
merits of this bill. The simple proposition on || 
which the yeas and nays have been ordered, and | 
upon which we are now to vote, is whether the | 
provisions of the bill shall be extended to surgeons | 
inthe Navy? The honorable Senator from Florida || 
(Mr. Mattory] admits that they ought to be | 
extended to them. Sir, there is no man who can || 
deny that these provisions, if they are right, ought || 
to be extended to all the branches of the naval | 
service. The honorable Senator says that the bill 
only extends to the fighting men of the Navy. Its 
provisions are, that if those who are in the regular 
line of the Navy, oras the Senator designates them, || 
the fighting men of the Navy, are unfit to fight, 
they shall be retired from the service. Now 1 
ask, in the name of common sense, any man to 
tell me, if a fighting man is retired because he is || 
unable to fight, why a doctor who, on account | 
of mental imbecility, is unable to give a dose of | 


} 





medicine, oe a surgical operation, should || 
not be retired also? 

It is conceded, then, by the advocates of the || 
bill that the amendment which I have proposed is || 
one which is proper in itself, and that it is one | 
which should be adopted; but the objection is, that | 
its adoption now would endanger the passage of || 
the bill in the House of Representatives, and it is || 
to that question that I propose to direct the atten- || 
tion of the friends of the bill for a few moments. || 

The bill passed the House by a majority of sev- | 
enty, if | am correctly informed. Now, we are | 
to suppose that, in that branch of the Legislature, 
where there are seventy majority for the bill, an || 
amendment, admitted by all to be right in itself, 
will occasion the final rejection of the bill. This 
is the only argument used against the amendment. 
It is the only one which can be brought against it. 
The honorable Senator says that expense is in- 
curred. What expense? He is willing to go for 
the amendment in a separate bill; he therefore 
does not dread the expense, for he is in favor of | 
it with the expense. 

Mr. President, I think we have had enough of | 
this objecting to measures which come up here, 
that they will be endangered in the other House. 
We are asked not to amend this, because it will 
occasion its failure in the other branch of the Le- 
gislature. That is an argument which is used on | 
almost every measure. It is an argument which 
has had heretofore too much weight. It is an | 
argument which, | think, should have but little || 
weight withus. It is our province to do what we | 
think right, and leave to those in the other branch | 
of the Legislature the obligations upon their part | 
to discharge their duty according to what they 
think right. Here, then, is an amendment upon 
which we are about to vote, which is admitted by 
all to be correct; and I cannot believe, for one | 
moment, that the passage of the bill will be en- 
dangered by its incorporation upon the amend- 
ments of the House, when there was a majority of 
erent in that House for the bill as it passed 
there. 

Again, sir, if the amendment which I propose | 
should be agreed to by the Senate, and there | 
should not be a majority of the House in favor of || 
it, which I think almost impossible to conceive, || 
yet what would be the result? They would non- | 
concur in our amendment. The bill, however, | 
would not then fail, but it would come back to us, 
and it. would then be for us to say whether we || 
would prefer to give up the amendment, or to lose || 
the whole bill, and in that event, I am free to ad- 
mit that I would give up the amendment which | | 
have the honor to propose. Sir, | am as warmly 
in fafor of a measure to promote the efficiency of | 
the Navy as the honorable Senator from Florida, 
or any other member of this body. I believe that | 
this amendment will be calculated to promote the 
object. I do not believe that the bill would be | 
endangered byit. 1 feel confident that it ought to 
be agreed to, or [ should not assume the respon- 
sibility of running the risk of defeating a bill 
which | believe to be so beneficial. 

Mr. MORTON addressed the Senate in oppo- || 











} 





| by the bill itself is one of great good to the coun- 


| the amendment of the Senator from Maryland. 


| which my honorable friend presses upon the atten- 


| itorial in their character. We cannot dispense with 


|| ator from Maryland. 


|| ment, because I fear it would defeat what I believe 
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sition to the bill. His speech will be published 
in the Appendix. 


Mr. CLAYTON. I do not wish to delay the 
vote on this bill, but I must assign, very briefly, the 
reason why I[ cannot support the amendment of 
the Senator from Maryland. While I am de- 
cidedly in favor of extending the principle of the 


| 





bill to the class of officers mentioned in the amend- 
ment, I must say that [ cannot hazard, by such an 
amendment, the passage of the biil itself. | 
The honorable Senator observes, in support of ! 
his amendment, that, as the measure was passed || 
in the other House by a large mejority, his amend- || 
ment would undoubtedly be agreed to there; but, || 
under the rules which they have in that House, 
if the bill should go back, it would be almost im- || 
possible to reach it during the brief remainder of |, 
this session: Inasmuch as the measure proposed 









try, | am constrained to oppose the adoption of 





Cooper, Dawson, of Wisconsin, Evans, Feseen- 

den, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gillette, Gwin, Hunter, James, 

Johnson, Mallory, Mason, Pettit, Sebastian, Seward, 

Shields, , Slidell, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of 

New Jersey, Toombs, Weiler, Wetis, and Wright— 38. 
So the amendment was rejected. 


The PRESIDENT. The question now recurs 
on agreeing to the amendment of the House. 
Mr. MORTON. If it is now in order, | desire 


| to submit the motion which | have indicated for 


the indefinite postponement of the bill, and upon 
that motion [ ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 2, nays 41; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Morton, and Toomhs—2. 

NAYS—Mesers. Adams, Allen, Badger, Bayard, Pell, 
Benjamin, Brainerd, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Cass, 
Chase, Clayton, Corper, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Douglas, Evans, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Giltette, 
Gwin, Hunter, James, Johnson, Mailory, Mason, Pettit, 


| Pratt, Sebastian, Seward, Shields, Slidell, Stuert, Sum- 
| ner, Thomson of New Jersey, Walker, Weller, Wells, and 




















Though I admit the bill is not perfect, yet it is an 
ae step in the right direction. 

do not agree with the views of my colleague 
{[Mr. Bayarp] on this subject. He thinks this 
bill will establish an inquisitorial tribunal which 
will prove tyrannical. hy, sir, the principles 


tion of the Senate would be very applicable to 
civil officers, but it is impossible without inquisi- 
torial and summary tribunals, without extraordi- 
nary guards, such as those proposed by the amend- 
ment of the House, to maintain the order, the 
discipline, and the high character of the Army and 
Navy. 

The difficulty which this bill is intended to ob- 
viate is this: [tis alleged that many of the officers 
are entirely unfit for their places. It is said that 
these drag down the character of the Navy, and 
destroy the efficiency of the service. It is alleged 
that many of the drones in the service can be dis- 
posed of in no other way than according to the 
provisions of this bill. For the honor of the ser- 
vice | am willing to subject them to the investiga- 
tion of their own brother officers, and if they can- 
not stand the test they ought not to remain. 

With regard to inquisitorial tribunals, we have 
them even incivil life. Our own examinations in 
secret session into the character of public officers, 
are inquisitorial. The secret sessions of the Pres- 
ident and his Cabinet to determine upon the nomi- 
nations which he submits to the Senate are inquis- 


these inquisitorial triburials even in civil life, but 
much greater is the necessity for them in military 
life. 

Iam anxious to sustain the honor of the Navy. 
During the last war with Great Britain it won the 
name of *‘ the right arm of the nation’s defense.”’ 
[ am in favor of any and every measure that will 
relieve it from the odium that has been cast upon 
it in regard to the efficiency of some of its officers, 
and would gladly aid, by every means in my 
power, any effort to enable it to retain its honored 
name, and to add hereafter to the brilliant reputa- 
tion it possessed at the close of the last war with 
Grest Britain. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Ido not wish to delay the 
taking of the vote on the amendment, but | wish 
to state why I shall vote against the amendment 
of the Senator from Maryland. I take the same 
ground that the honorable Senator from Delaware 
|Mr. Crayton] takes. So far as this measure goes 
it is perfect in itself. It is necessary however, 
that the surgeons, and the pursers, and the ma- 
rines, should also have a similar measure appli- 
cable to them. I understood from the honorable 
Senator from Florida, [Mr. Mattory,] that such 
a measure is also prepared and about to be intro- 
duced, and I do not want to peril or hazard this 
measure by voting for the amendment of the Sen- 


Several Senators. Question. 
Mr. SHIELDS. I do not wish to continue the 
debate any longer. I shall vote against the amend- 


to bean excellent nf€asure forthe Navy. 

‘The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
Mr. Prarr’s amendment, resulted—yeas 7, nays 
36; as follows: 

VEAS—Messrs. Benjamin, Morton, Pearce, Pratt, 
Rusk, Stuart, and Sumner-— 7. 


NAYS—Mesers. Adams, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Brain- 
erd, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Cass, Chase, Clayton, 


Wright—4l. 
So the motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. BAYARD. I ask that the question be 
taken separately on concurring in the first amend- 
ment of the House, which relates to the power to 
be granted to the board. If it be the pleasure of. 
the Senate to decide in favor of that amendment; 
I have no particular objection to the others. If it 
| is not agreed to, there must necessarily be some 
slight verbal alterations in some of the other 
amendments. 1 ask for a division upon the 
amendment. 1} shall not ask for the yeas and 


nays. 
The PRESIDENT. The question, then, is, 


| in the first place, on concurring in the amendment 


of the House, to insert: 

*< And whenever said Board shall believe that enid in- 
competency has arisen from any cause implying sufficient 
blame on the part of the officer to justity it, they shall 
recommend that his name be stricken altogether from, the 
robis.’? 

The amendment was concurred in; there being, 
ona division—ayes twenty-three, noes not count- 
ed. 

The question being taken on the other amend- 
ments of the House of Representatives, they were 
' concurred in. 


| FRESENTATION OF GEN. JACKSON’S SWORD- 


Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President, the hour has 
arrived which has been designated for a very 
interesting ceremony. It is one in whieh ladies 
take as deep an interest as gentlemen, but the 
crowded state of the galleries excludes many of 
them from the Chamber. A motion to suspend 
the rule which limits admissions to the floor, so 
that those who are now excluded may be permit- 
ted to be present, | think, will meet with general 
acceptance, and, therefore, I submit that motion. 

The motion was agreed to; and many ladies 
were admitted to seats without the bar. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, | must ask the in- 
dulgence of the Senate for requesting that its ueual 
business may besuspended, in order to give me an 
opportunity to discharge a trust which hae been 
committed to me; a trust I had not the heart to de- 
cline, but which I knew I had not the power to ful- 
fill as such a mission should be fulfilled. I hold in 
my hand the sword of General Jackson, which he 
wore in all his expeditions while in the military 
service of the country, and which was his faithful 
companion in his last and crowning victory, when 
New Orleans was saved from the grasp of a rapa- 
cious and powerful enemy, and our nation from 
the disgrace and disaster which defeat would have 
brought in its train. When the hand of death 
was upon him, General Jackson presented this 
sword to his friend, the late General Armstrong, 
asa testimonial of his high appreciation of the 
services, worth, and courage of that most estima- 
ble citizen and distinguished soldier, whose des- 
perate valor on one occasion stayed the tide of 
Indian success and saved the army from destruc- 
tion, The family of the lamented depositary, now 
that death has released him from the guardianship 
of this treasure of patriotism, are desirous it 
should be eurrendered to the cust of the Na- 
tional Legislature, believing that to be the 
disposition of a memorial which, in all time to 
come, will be a cherished one for the American 
people. To carry that parpose into effect, I now 
offer it in their name'to Congress. 





Mr. President, this is no doubtful relic, whose 


identity depends upon uncertain tradition, and 
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tion. [ts authenticity is established beyond con- | 
troversy, by the papers which accompany it, and | 
it derives ite value as well from our knowledge | 
of i's history, as from its association with the | 
great captain, whose days of toil and nights of | 
trouble it shared and witnessed, and who never 
drew it from its scabbard but to defend the honor | 
and the interests of his country. 
This is neither the time nor the place to portray | 
thove great traits of character which gave to Gen- | 
eral Jackson the ascendency that no man ever | 
denied who approached him, and that wonderful 
influence with his countrymen which marked al- | 
most his whole course, from his entrance upon a | 
public career till the grave closed upon his life | 
and his labors, and left him to that equality which 
the mighty and the lowly must find at last. Sull | 
from my personal and official relations with him, 
and, | trust I may add, from his friendship to- | 
wards me, of which I had many proofs, [ cannot 
withhold the acknowledgment of the impression 
which his high qualities made upon me, and which 


becomes more lasting and profound as time is || 


deing tte work of separation from the days of my 
invercourse with him. 

{ have been no carelees observer of the men of | 
my time, who, controlled by events, or controlling 
them, have stood prominent among them, and will | 
occupy distinguished positions in the annals of | 





the age; and circumstances have extended my op- | 


portumues of examination to the Old World, as 
well as tothe New. But I say, and with a deep | 
conviction of its truth, that I never have been | 
brought into contact with a man who possessed | 
more native sagacity, more profundity of intellect, | 
higher powers of observation, or greater probity | 
of purpose, more ardor of patriotism, nor more 
firmness of resolution, after he had surveyed his 
iosition, and occupied it, than the lamented sub- 
ject of this feeble tribute—not to him—but to trath. 
And f will add that, during the process of determ- 


ination upun important sybjects, he was some- || 
times slow, and generally cautious and inquiring; 

and he has more than once told me, anxious and | 
uneasy, not seldom passing the night without | 
sleep; but he was calm in his mind, and inflexi- | 


ble in his will, when reflection had given place to 
decision. The prevailing opinion that he was | 


rash and hasty in his conclusions, is founded || 


upon an erroneous impression of his habits of 
thought and action; upon a want of diserimina- 
tion between his conduct before and after his judg- 
ment had pronounced upon his course. 

This is not the first offering of a similar nature 
which has been laid upon the altar of our country, 
with the sanction of the legislative department of 
the Government. Some years since another pre- 
cious relic was deposited here, the sword of him 
who, in life, was first in the affections of his 
countrymen, and in death is now the first in their 
memory. I need notname his name. It is written 
in characters of living light on every heart, and 
springs instinctively to every tongue. His fame 
is committed to time, his example to mankind, 
aod himself, we may humbly hope, to the reward 
of the righteous. When centuries shall have 
passed over us, bringing with them the mutations 
that belong to the lapse of ages, and our country 
shall yet be fulfilling, or shall have fulfilled, her 
magnificent destiny, for good, I devoutly hope, 
and not for evil, pilgrims from our ocean coasts, 


which owes its interest to an impulsive imagine. | 





and our inland seas, and from the vast regions 
which now separate, but ere long, by our won- 
derful progress, must unite them, will come up to 
the high places of our land, consecrated by days 
and deeds of world-wide renown. And turning 
aside to the humble tomb, dearer than this proud 
Capitol, they will meditate upon the eventful his- 
tory of their country, and will recall the example 
while they bless the name of Washington. 

And on the same occasion was presented the 
cane of Franklin, which was d ited in our 
national archives with the sword of his friend and 
co-laborer in the t cause of human rights. 
Truly and beautifally hepa voan said, that ‘‘ peace 
hath its victories as well as. war.’’ And never 
was nobler conquest won, than that achieved by 
the American apprentice, printer,, » States- 
man, embassador, philosopher, and better than 
all, model of common sense, over one of the most 
powerful elements in the economy of nature, 
subduing its might to his own, thus enabling man 
to answer the sublime interrogatory addressed 


to Job, ‘‘ Canst thou send lightnings, that they 





may go ‘and say unto thee, Here we are? 

Yes, they now come at our command and say, 
‘* Here we are, ready to do your work.”” And it 
was our illustrious countryman who first opened 
the way for this subjugation of the fire of heaven 
to the human will. The staff that guided the 
steps of Franklin, and the sword that guarded 


the person of Washington, may well occupy the || Sergeant-at-Arms, who bore it to the desk of the 


same repository, under the care of the nation they 
served, and loved, and honored. 

And now, apother legacy of departed greatness, 
another weapon from the armory of patriotism, 
comes to claim its place in the sanctuary assigned 
to its predecessor, and to share with it the ven- 
eration of the country in whose defense it was 


| wielded. 


The memorial of the first and greatest of our 
Chief Magistrates, and this memorial of his succes- 
sor in the administration of the Government, and 
second only to him in the gratitude and affections 


| of the American people, will lie side by side, united 
| tokens of patriotic self-devotion, and of successful 


| 


| 


| 


military prowess, though they who bore them and 
gave them value by their services, are now tenants 
of distant and lowly graves, separated by mount- 
ains, and rivers, and valleys. And in ages shut 
out from our vision by the far away future, when 
remote generations, heirs of our heritage of free- 
dom, but succeeding to it without the labor and 
the privations of acquisition, shall gaze, as they 


| will gaze, upon these testimonials of victories, 


time-worn but time-honored, they will be carried 
back by association to those heroes of early story, 
and will find their love of country strengthened, 
and their pride in her institutions, and their con- 
fidence in her fate and fortunes increased by this 
powerful faculty of the mind—a faculty which 


‘enables us to triumph over the distant and the 


future, as well as over the stern realities of the 


| present; gathering around us the mighty dead, and 


the mighty deeds that excited the admiration of 
mankind, and will ever command their respect 
and gratitude. And thus will communion be held 
with the great leaders of our country in war and 
in peace, who wore these swords in her service, 
and hallowed them by their patriotism, their valor, 


| and success. 


I will now read to the Senate two letters con- 
nected with the circumstance of the presentation— 
one from Mr. Nicholson, and the other from Mr. 


| Vaux, the son-in-law of the late General Arm- 


| strong. 


Nasuvitie, February 7, 1855. 
Dear Str: Doctor W.8. McNairy left here a tew days ago 


| for Washington, having in charge the sword that General 


| 


| Jackson before his death gave to General Armstrong. The 


Doctor was requested by William M. Armstrong, (in whose 
keeping it had been left by his father,) to hand it over to 
you, on his arrival in Washington. You, I believe, were 
present at the time when ‘;eneral Armstrong had the honor 
of having it presented to him by his distinguished friend. 


| It isthe sword worn by General Jackson in his various 
| campaigns, and during the whole time he remained in the 





military service of his country. It is, therefore, justly re- 
garded as a relic of great valine. Jt was General Arm- 
strong’s wish that it should be placed at the disposal of 
Congiess, or the Government, with a view to its being 
deposited in a suitable place, where, doubtless, millions of 
General Jackson’s adiniring countrymen will, in time to 


| come, gladly look on it as the war sword of one, whose 
| brilliaut services in the cause of his country, places his 
| name in bold relief on the historic page of our beloved 


country. No person, J believe, would have been preferred 
to yeurself by General Armstrong, as the medium for pre- 
senting the sword to Congress, or the Government, which, 
at the request of his son, you will please do, in such terms 


| a8 you may deem preper. 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, carseat JO3EPH VAUX. 
llon. A. O. P. Nicnotson. 


Wasunincton, February 13, 1855. 


Dear Srr: A short time before the death of General 
Jackson, [ received a note from him, inviting me to visit 
him for a special purpose. I did so, and found, amongst 
other things, he desired to put into my bands the sword 
which he had used at the bittle of New Orleans, for the 
purpose of delivering it to the late General Robert Arm- 
strong, as a testimonial of warm personal friendship, and as 
an evidence of his high appreciation of his military service, 
and his patriotic devotion to the honor of his country. I[ 
delivered the sword, as requested, and it was kept by Gen- 
eral Armstrong during his life. Since his death his family 
have concluded that the most proper disposition they could 
make of it would be to present it to Congress, to be keptas a 
perpetual memento of the brilliant achievement with which 
itis connected, For this purpose the sword has been for- 
warded to me, with the request that f would present it to 
Congress in the name of General Armstiong’s family. It 
has occurred to me that | could not more appropriately dis- 
charge this trust than to place the sword in your hands, and 
to ask that you will present it, in such way as you shalj 
deem most proper. wn relations in public ang 
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February 26, 
private between General Jackson and ourself, as well as 
your constant friendship for General Armstrong, seem ip 
me to render it eminently fitthat the presentation should he 


| made by you. I, therefore, place the sword at your dis. 
| posal, and respectfully request that you would undertake io 
| carry out the wisbes of the donors. 


| General Lewis Cass. 


I am, very respectfully, your friend, 
A. O. P. NICHOLSON, 


Mr. Cass then delivered the sword to the 


President of the Senate. 
Mr.BELL. Mr. President, I am fully aware 


that, in undertaking to accompany the offer of 





| well have some distrust of my 


| his day, a great and successful actor. 





the resolution which I propose to send to the Chair 
with any remarks upon the public services anj 
character of the illustrious man, whose name 
and whose memory have been so eloquently ang 
appropriately brought to our notice by the distin. 
guished Senator from Michigan, I assume an office 
of great delicacy, and one which 4, especially, may 
ability to perform 
in a proper and satisfactory manner; yet, as the 
senior representative of the State of Tennessee in 
the Senate, | do not feel at liberty to decline it, 
In what I propose to say, I must tread with 
caution and reserve, or not at all, upon grounds 
on which the fires of political controversy raged 


| with such fierceness, at a period so recent, that the 


embers yet smoulder, and may not prudently be 


| disturbed. 


In the great drama of affairs now being enacted 
on this continent, the opening act of which was 
the Revolution—the closing scenes, I trust, will be 
in the far, far, Pose A ate Jackson was, in 
Whatever 
difference of opinion may have existed among his 
cotemporaries of the merits of some parts of his 
performance, yet, as a whole, it received the 


| plaudits of his countrymen, and a large proportion 
_ of them pronounced it masterly throughout. 


General Jackson possessed rare endowments, 
and was, indeed, one of the most, if not the most 
remarkable man of the agein which helived. With 
but slight and indifferent mental or professional 
training and discipline in early life, so generally 


| regarded as important, if not essential to eminent 
| success in either of the two great departments of 


human effort, the civil and the military, yet, at 
the very outset of his military career, he exhibited 
talents for command of a high order, and in less 
than three years, by his brilliant achievements, 
established his reputation as the first military chief 


| of the country. But this is not all; retiring from 


the army when there appeared to be no further 
demand for active service, he was in a few years 
thereafter elevated to the highest civil station 
under the National Government, and for eight 
successive years he wielded the power and influ- 
ence of his position, as Executive Chief, with such 
vigor and address that he was sustained in, and 
succeeded in carrying out, all the great measures 
of his administration, some of them presenting 
questions of the gravest nature, and giving rise 
to the most intense excitement; and this, too, in 
the face of an opposition combining an amount of 
ability, eloquence, skill, and experience in affairs, 
in both Houses of Congress, but more especially 
in the Senate, greater than was ever witnessed 
before or since. The jarsand contentions between 
those great mort! elements were sometimes such 
as shook the whole country. 

A man who, having addicted his early manhood 
mainly to the pursuits of private life, without any 
appreciable culture or experience in public affairs, 
could thus, when there arose a public exigency of 
sufficient urgency to induce him to enter the pub- 
lic service, per saltum, as it were, raise himself to 
the first rank as a military leader, and then, for 
so long a period, as Chief Magistrate of a great 
and free country, thus direct and control its civil 
administration, must be allowed to have possessed 
great capacity. 

His was no negative or unmarked career, no 
meteor-like appearance upon the great theater of 
affairs to blaze and dazzle for a moment, and*then 
pass away forever, but both as a military com- 
mander and.a civil chief, he left his impress upon 
his country and its institutions deep, striking, and 
indelible. 

It would be idle to assume, as some have done, 
that General Jack was in alone, or 
chiefly, to fortune adventitious circumstances 
for his extraordinary success. He was such a 
man as, szhen.ina.bod ance stisived position, had 
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the faculty of creating the circumstances, if he 
needed them, necessary to farther and continued 
successes. ! 
curiosity, the secret of his amazing success—the 
distinctive traits of mind and of personal charac- 
ter by which he achieved it; some of which they 
will probably seek in vain in the pages of cotem- 
orary history. 





by which the mass of mankind are controlled. 
He was a shrewd observer of individual charac- 


ter, and he was seldom mistaken in his estimate | 


of the men with whom he associated as friends, 
or came in contact with as opponents. He was 
devoted to his friends; and the more others op- 


ecame to sustain them, and never cast them off, | 


until they arrayed themselves in open opposition 
to his plans and wishes. 
courtesy to opponents—not personal enemies— 
and could even court them, when he desired or 
needed their support, but never by fawning or 
unmanly appeals. 

His self-reliance was wonderful. 
despaired of his fortune. As the obstacles to the 
success of any favorite scheme of policy multi- 
plied, and the storm of opposition was wildest, it 


was then that one of his most striking traits was | 
He became the soul—the animating | 


exhibited. 
principle of his followers, revived their fainting 
courage, reinspired their confidence in his infalli- 
bility, and cheered them on to renewed and more 
vigorous efforts. 

When the emergency required it, no man was 


more prompt in coming to a decision. When the | 


uestion presented difficulties, and admitted of | were no adequate supplies, either of provisions or || 


eliberation, he counseled with his friends. When 


_his own conviction was clear, he seldom deferred | 


to the views of others; and when he once decided 
upon his course, he was inflexible and immovable. 
He was, emphatically and truly, a man of stern 


accomplishment of his purposes appeared formi- 


dable and discouraging, he was apt to become im- | 


patient of the restraints and trammels of official || coast, he called upon the authorities of Kentucky || who were directed by a resolution of the Senate 


and customary routine. He had the courage, 


both moral and physical, to dare and to do what- || of militia and volunteers with all dispatch, as the 


| enemy was approaching. Upon the States threat- || second reading. 
| ened with invasion he urged the employment of || 
all their energies and resources to be in readiness || diciary, to whom was referred the bill from the 
to meet the foe. 


ever he thought proper and necessary to the suc- 
cessful issue of whatever he had resolved upon. 
He was, withal, a patriot, devoted tothe honor, 
dignity, and glory of his country; and he had the 
faculty of persuading himself that whatever meas- 


ure or course of policy, either in peace or in war, | 
he resolved upon, and strongly desired to accom- | 
plish, was proper, and necessary to the public | 


welfare. 


No man, since the days of Washington, was | 


more devoted to the union of these States, or | assembled around him a force of fivethousand men, || to a militia officer in the United States service, 


would have more cheerfully laid down his life to 
defend and uphold it, than Andrew Jackson. 
Many have supposed that General Jackson 
was often controlled by passion and resentment, 
and that he sometimes embraced measures and 
engaged in enterprises without any calculation of 
the cnances of success or defeat, and reckless of 
both. There never was a greater mistake; and 
this was the error into which the great opponents 
of his measures and policy in the Senate fell; and 
the event showed that he had estimated the ele- 
ments of his power and the true sources of his 
strength with greater sagacity than themselves. 
When General Jackson made his first essay in 


against a wily foe, formidable from their numbers 
and mode of warfare, many careless observers of 


valor and his eager desire to distinguish himself in 
arms, might result in disasterand the unnecessary 
sacrifice of his men; but they were soon unde- 
ceived. Those who knew him best and knew him 
well, never had any distrust of his discretion asa 
military commander. 

But his qualities as a General, and his 
of combination in conducting the operations of 
an army, were best illustrated and put to the se- 
verest test in. the campaign of 1814,,715, in the 
South. It was then that ample scope was given 
him for the exercise of his genius and capacity 
for military command. 

In 1814, Great Britain, by the overthrow of the 
French Emperor, found herself in a condition to 
employ the whole of her naval and military 
resources in an effort to 
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Posterity will inquire, with eager || 


of the ruthless spirit with which the war was | 


| national pride was inflicted at a time when the pub- 
|| lic finances and the public credit were at the lowest 
General Jackson had what may be called an | ebb. The recruiting service went on sluggishly, 
intuitive perception of the passions and interests | 


S41 


Ordered, That the addresses of Mr. Cass and Mr. Bent 
be entered on the journal: that the resolution and the 
sword be taken to the House of Representatives by the 
Secretary, with a request that the House will concur in the 
said resolution. 


— _ a oo a —_-—-2— 


United States. first blow fell upon the sh 

of the Chesapeake. The seat of the National 
Government fell into the hands of the enemy, and 
the blackened walls of this Capitol gave warning | 





| 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. WELLER presented a petition of citizens 
|| of California, praying an appropriation for the 
| construction of a breakwater at Santa Barbara, on 
|| the Pacific coast; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. : 


thenceforth to be conducted. This wound to the | 





and gave no promise of an adequate increase of 
the regular Army; and the whole of our extended || 


and almost defenseless sea-coast was exposed to | 


the attacks of the enemy. Rumors soon after- || 


wards reached the country that a still more formid- 
able armament was to make a descent upon our 


. || shores; but where the storm would burst, there 
= or denounced them, the more determined he | 


was no clue to determine. A general gloom, not 


Mr. DOUGLAS presented resolutions of the 
Council of the Legislative Assembly of the Terri- 
tory of Minnesota, in favor of the repeal of so 
much of the erganic law of that Territory as 
makes the acts of the Assembly, when not ap- 
proved by Congress, null and void; which was 
referred to the Committee on Territories. 


|| hung over the country. ] 
Nor was he deficient in || 


| darker and more portentous. 


- _ tain upon what particular point the bolt would fall; || ment, together with a report thereon; which was 
e never | 


| the protection and defense of which was assigned | 


| be scarcely ground for hope. 
| he had no army in the field, save two or three 


without some admixture of despondency, then | 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. PETTIT, from the Committee on Private 
| Land Claims, to whom was referred the bill from 
| the House of Representatives for the relief of 
| James P. Roan, reported it back without amend- 


At a later date it became manifest that the Gulf || 
coast was to be the scene ofoperations. Every day 
the gathering clouds of war in that quarter became 
Still it was uncer- 


but wherever it might fall on that coast it was cer- | ordered to be printed. é 

tain that it would be in the military department, || He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of J. Williams, on behalf 
of his minor children; and aiso the petition of 
David O. Shattuck, praying for the passage of an 
act extending the time for filing claims to Jands in 
| California, submitted a report, accompanied by a 
| bill supplemental to an act entitled * An act to 
| ascertain and settle the private land claims in 
| California,” approved March 3, 1851; which was 


to General Jackson. All eyes and hopes Were now || 
turned upon him. He had already exhibited such || 
uncommon energy, skill, and intrepidity in his 
conduct of the war against the Creek Indians, as 
to inspire some confidence, when there seemed to 
It was known that 


regiments of regulars, and a single regiment of 
mounted Tennessee volunteers, and that there 


munitions of war, at any point in his command 


scale; but never was confidence so well repaid. 
His energy and discretion, and the confidence he 


: | inspired, supplied every deficiency. 
resolve and iron will; and when opposition to the || 


read and passed to a second reading. The report 


| was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on Pri- 


|| vate Land Claims, to whom was referred the peti- 
for conducting military operations upon a large || 


tion of Joseph Wandestrand, praying a confirma- 
tion of his title to a certain tract of land, submitted 
a report, accompanied by a bill to confirm Joseph 


| Wandestrand in his title to certain lands; which 
When it became evident that New Orleans was || 
_ to be the point of attack, and that the hostile || 
| armament had made its appearance off the Gulf 


was read, and passed to a second reading. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 
He also, from the Committee on Commerce, 





| will, when gazed upon in unborn ages, will send a 


| introduce ‘a joint resolution accepting the sword | 
the art of war, and led the Tennessee volunteers | 


; hany care | eral Robert Armstrong.”” 
his early career had their misgivings, that a rash || 


and Tennessee to send forward their contingents || tO inquire into the subject, reported a bill in reta- 
| tion to pilotage; which was read, and passed to a 


Mr. GEYER, from the Committee on the Ju- 


He called, in strains of inspiring || House of Representatives for the relief of Fred- 

eloquence, upon the free colored inhabitants of | erick Griffing, submitted an ad verse report thereon; 

Louisiana to protect their native soil from invasion || Which was ordered to be printed. 

and pollution by a foreign enemy. He offered i Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from ihe Committee on 

pardon, and invoked the very pirates who infested || Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of 

the neighboring coast to the rescue. || Lemuel Worster, praying a pension on account of 
By these energetic steps General Jackson found | a disability incurred while employed as a waiter 


of all arms—all; save two regiments of the regular | during the last war with Great Britain, submitted 


| Army, being volunteers and militia men, and with || &@ report, accompanied by a bill for his relief; 
| this hastily assembled army, on the 8th of Janu- | 


which was read, and passed to a second reading. 
ary, he met, and, in a sanguinary battle, overcame || The report was ordered to be printed. 

more than double thei# number of veteran troops, | He also, from the same committee, to whom 
led by experienced generals, flushed with recent || was referred the petition of Irene G, Scarritt, 


| victory on the Wattle fields of Europe, and closed || widow of Jeremiah M. Scarritt, an officer in the 


the war in a blaze of glory. || Army of the United States, praying a pension, 
Mr. President, the sword worn by the victor | submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for her 
on that day—the man of stern resolve and iron | relief; which was read, and passed to a second 
reading. The report was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred a resolution to print 
two thousand additional copies of the letter of 
of General Andrew Jackson, and returning the || the Secretary of the Treasury, on the subject of 
thanks of Congress to the family of the late Gen- | wrought tron beams and girders to be used in the 
erection of buildings for the use of the United 
Unanimous consent was given, and the joint || States courts, custom-houses, and post offices, 


thrill through the heart of every true American. | 
I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to | 





resolution was read twice, and considered as in || reported in favor of printing the same; and the 


Committee of the Whole. It is as follows: 


Resolved the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Coneress assembled, | 
That the thanks of this Congress be presented to the family 
of the late General Robert Armstrong, for the present of the 
sword worn by General Andrew Jackson, while in the mil- 
itary service of his county; and that this precious relic be 
hereby accepted in the name of the nation, and be depos. | 
ited, for safe keeping, in the Department of State ; and 
that a copy of this resolution be transmitted to the family 
of the late General Robert Armstrong. 


report was concurred in. ; 

He also, from the same eemmittee, to whom 
was referred a resolution, directing the purchase, 
for the use of the Senate, of twenty thousand 
copies of ** The State of the Union, a Documentary 
History of the United States, Foreign and Domes- 
tic, for the year 1854,”’ reported adversely thereon; 
and the rt was concurred in. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill of the 
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The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, and ordered to be 


| for a third reading. It was read thethird time, and 


passed. 
Mr. GWIN submitted the following; which was 


or to crush the || considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


give the requisite notice to 


House to authorize the printing of the Opinions of 
the Attorney General, reported adversely thereon. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was referred the joint resolu- 
tion of the House, authorizing the President to 


our recipro- 
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city treaties of commerce and navigation in certain '| and bill have been very carefully prepared by the 


cases, reported it back, with amendments. 


NEW CUSTOM-HOUSE. 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, submitted 
the following resolution; which was considered 
by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of e'ecting : suitable building 
for a custom. house, atthe port of Perth Amboy, in the State 
of New Jersey. . 

PAGES OF THE SENATE. 

Mr. MORTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

’ Revolwed, That there be paid to each of the pagesin the 
service of the Senate, out ofthe contingent (und, the usual 
exira compensation heretofore allowed them by resolution 
of the Senate at the end of the session. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
A message was received from the House of Rep- 


resentatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, an- | 
nowncing that they had passed the following | 


Senate bills; 

A bill to grant to the State of Ohio the unsold 
and unappropriated public lands remaining in that 
BSiate; 

A bill extending in certain cases the provisions 
of the act entitled ** An act to extend preémption 
rights to certain lands therein mentioned,”’ ap- 
proved March 3, 1853; and 

A bill granting bounty land to Susan Palmer. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker | 


had signed the following bills, which were there- 
upon signed by the President pro lempore: 

A bill making appropriations for the payment 
of invalid and other pensions of the United States, 
for the year ending June 30, 1856; and 

A bill for the reef of Lot Davis. 


PUELIC BUILDINGS AT BARNSTABLE. 


Mr. SUMNER offered the following resolution; | 


which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

Resoleed, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to consider the expediency of erecting a building 
for a custom-huuse and post office at Barnstabie, in Massa- 
chuseiis. 


PAY OF SENATORS. 


Mr. SEWARD submitted the following resolu- || 


tion for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate pay, under 
the direction of the President of the Senate, the usual per 
diem to such Senators as did vot take their seats at the 
opening of the session by reason of the sickness of them- 
selves or their fanniies, providential cau-es, or necessary 
business. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A meseave from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, announced that they 
had passed the ful owing bill and resolution of the 
Senate: 

A bill for the relief of Mrs. Helen Mackay, ad- 
ministratrix of Lieutenant Colonel neas Mackay, 
late a deputy quartermaster in the United States 
Army; and 

A joint resolution accepting the sword of Gen- 


eral Andrew Jackson, and returning the thanks of | 


Congress to the family of the late General Robert 
Armstrong. 
UNITED STATES COURTS IN TENNESSEE. 
Mr. PETTIT. The Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to whom was referred House bill changing 
the tames of holding the United States courts in 
Tennessee, have instructed me to report it back 


without amendment, and ask for its immediate | 


consideration. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, | 


considered the bill. 

No amendment being proposed, it was reported 
to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 


Mr. SLIDELL. L.am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals, to whom the subject 
was referred, to submit a report, accompanied by 
a bill, for the relinquishment to the Stale of Ken- 
tucky of the stock held by the United States in the 
Louisville and Portland Canal Company, with a 


view of making that canal free; and for the con- | 


struction of a public cana? for the use of the Army 
and Navy, trade, travel, and commerce, and pas- 
sage of the mails on the Indiana side of the falls 
of the Ohio, and for other purposes. The report 


|| Senator who now presides over the Senate, (Mr. 
| Bricut,] who at that time was chairman of the 


| 


Committee on Roads and Canals. A majority of | 


the committee do not approve of it; and it is only 
on account of the peculiar situation of the gentle- 
man who, after long consideration, prepared it, 
that | now present it to the Senate. 

The bill was read, and passed to a second read- 
ing, and the report was ordered to be printed. 


1] PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 

Mr. PEARCE. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on the Library to report a joint resolution 
respecting the distribution of certain public docu- 
ments. I ask that it may be read twice, and I 
| shall then explain it in a very few words, and ask 
| for its passage. 
| The joint resolution was read twice, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It will 
direct that the ten copies of the Journals, and 
other documents of Congress, authorized by law 


the Journals and documents of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, ordered to be placed 
in thefibrary of Congress for foreizn exchanges, 
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Mr. HUNTER. The effect of that wij 
that we shall spend to-day and to-morrow dei). 
we shall have no time 
left forthe appropriation bills. I ask for the yeas 





_and nayson my motion. 1 wish to do my duty 


as regards this bill. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from yiy. 
ginia moves to postpone the unfinished business 
of Saturday, that being the bill to reorganize the 
courts of the District of Columbia, and reform ang 


|| improve the laws thereof, in order to take up the 


to be deposited in the library of Congress, by sec- | 
tion three of the joint resolution of May 4, 1828, | 
shail hereafter be deposited with the Secretary of || 


|| State for foreign exchanges; that the fifty copies of | tion of taking up any other bill. 


| by the resolution of July 20, 1840; and the fifty | 


|| copies of the Journals and documents of the Sen- || 


|| ateand House of Representatives, authorized to be 
deposited with the Secretary of the Senate by the 
| joint resolution of April 20, 1844, shall hereafter 
be deposited with the Secretary of the Interior; 
that instead of the one hundred copies of the 


Journals and documents authorized to be printed | 


by the joint resolution of April 30, 1844, there || 
| Shields, Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, Wade, Wells, 
| and Wright—30. 


| shall hereafter be printed fifty copies only; that 
| the Journals and congressional documents here- 


authority of that resolution, and so many of the 


tofore deposited in the library of Congress by the | 


| four hundred copies of the public documents in | 


| the Department of State as are now distributed by 
| that Department to the colleges and other literary 
| institutions, shall be deposited with the Secretary 


| public libraries, atheneums, literary and scientific 


| of the Interior for distribution to such colleges, | 


institutions, as may be designated by him; that | 
all the copies of the Journals mentioned, so far as | 


|| they have been saved from the late fire, shall be | 


| reserved for the library of Congress; and that in 


| future six copies only of the Journal and docv- | 


| ments, and of any book printed by either House 
| of Congress, well bound in calf, shall be depos- 
|| ited in the library, and not taken therefrom. 


|| Mr.PEARCE. I can explain very briefly the | 


|| motives for reporting that resolution. 


|| Several Senators. There is no necessity for | 


| an explanation. 


Mr. PEARCE. Very well; if the Senate will | 


|| pass it 6n faith, I shall say nothing. 


|| The joint resolution was reported to the Senate | 
| without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for | 


| a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. HUNTER. I move to postpone all the 


| 
| 
| 


|| prior orders, for the purpose of taking up the | 


Post Office appropriation bill. 


'| prevail. When the Senate adjourned on Satur- 
day last, the judiciary bill for the District of 
|| Columbia was before us, and I hope we shall pro- 
- with the consideration of that, and dispose 
|| of it. 
‘|| Mr. HUNTER. It is well known that I gave 
way on Saturday with the understanding that we 
|| would take up the appropriation bills to-day. 
|| We have but this week to act upon all the import- 
|| ant appropriation bills of the session; it seems to 
me, therefore, that we cannot safely postpone 
them any further. 

Mr. WALKER. I shall vote against the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Virginia with the express 
belief that if we do not take up the bill proposed 
by him, we shall go on with the consideration of 
the judiciary bill for this District. That is the 
unfinished business of the last legislative day. I 

|| am in favor of taking up the unfinished business, 

'| and going through with it, so that I may have it 

|| to say, that in the last session of Congress in 
which [ am to have the honor of having a seat 
here, we did finish one subject before we took up 
another. 


Mr. PETTIT. | hope that motion will not | 








Post Office appropriation bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I ¢esire to ask the Chair for 
information, what is the first order? 

The PRESIDENT. The unfinished business 
of Saturday. 

Mr. SLIDELL. And that is the judiciary bj 
for this District. 1 regard its postponement ag 
tantamount toitsloss. I shall, therefore, not vote 
in favor of the motion of the chairman of the Com. 
mittee on Finance. 

The PRESIDENT. The first question is on 
the postponement. Then will come up the ques. 


Mr. HUNTER. | wish simply to suggest to 
to the Senate what we have before us in refer. 


ence to the appropriation bills. It is known that 


the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill has not 
yet been acted upon, and the subjects which it 
embraces are known to the Senate. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
Mr. Honter’s motion, resulted—yeas 30, nays 


| 19, as follows: 


YEAS—Meesrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Brain. 
erd, Brodhead, Butler, Cass, Chase, Clayton, Cooper, 
Dawson, Evans, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Geyer, Gil- 
lette, Gwin, Hunter, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Seward, 


NAYS—Messrs. Bright, Brown, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Douglas, Jobnson, Pewvit, Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, Toombs, 
Walker, and Weller—12. ’ 


So the motion to postpone was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Post Office appropriation 
bill is now before the Senate. 

ThePRESIDNT. No,sir. It requires a vote 
to take it up. 

Mr. HUNTER. I submit the motion to take 
it up. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill from the House of Representatives making 
appropriations for the service of the Post Office 
2) mem during the fisca, year ending the 30th 
of June, 1856. 

The bill was debated, and passed with amend- 
ments. 

{The debate on this bill will be found in the 
Appendix. } 

RESERVE AT ST. PETER’S RIVER. 


Mr. STUART. I ask the Senate now to take 
up a bill, which has been lying on the table for 
several days, of very great importance to the Ter- 
ritory of Minnesota. It will require but a very 


|| few minutes to act upon it. The bill to which I 


allude is House bill to amend the act approved the 
26th of August, 1852, entitled ** An act to reduce 
and define the boundaries of the military reserve at 
St. Peter’s river, in the Territory of Minnesota,” 
and for other purposes. . 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill. 


Mr. CHASE. I offer the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the first section: 

And also, That the heirs of Stephen Johnston 
be, and they are hereby, confirmed in the location of the 
lands applied for under the certificate or warrant issued to 
said heirs in virtue of the provisions of the acts of 20th 
July, 1840, and 3d of March, 1847, for the relief of said 
heirs, so far as the same do not interfere with the settle- 
ment and improvement of an actual settler or settlers at 
the time said location was applied for. 

Mr. STUART. I object to that amendment, 
and I hope the Senate will not agree to it. 

Mr. CHASE. I ask that the letter which | 
hold in my hand, which I have received from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, may 
be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Generat Lanp Orrice, February 17, 1855. 

Sir: In answer to your oral inquiry of this morning, 
have the honor to state, that the r 
Stephen Johnston within the former limits of the military 
reserve at Fort Snelling can be secured to them by the 


location for the heirs of 
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1855. 


i roviso, to come in at the of 
accom Pt House bill No. 688, without nares wo sea 
preémption claims, or bona fide actual settlers, and would, 
therefore, seem just and fair to all parties. 

Yours, respectfully, JOHN WILSON, 

Commissioner. 
Hon. S. P. Cuase, United States Senate. 

Mr. CHASE. It will be seen that the amend- 
ment which | propose, was drawn at the General 
Land Office for the purpose of doing justice to the 
heirs of Stephen Johnston; and the letter of the 
Commissioner says, it is proper in order to do 
justice to all parties. Now, sir, let me state the 
case to the Senate. 

The Senate, sometime since, passed a bill pro- 

osing the sale of the military reserves of the 
Tnited States, under the direction of the President; 


and the theory upon which that bill was based, as | 
i understand it, was this: these military reserves | 


have derived values from the establishment of the 
posts of the United States in their immediate 
vicinity. They have also derived value, undoubt- 
edly, from cultivation by persons who have gone 
upon them, sometimes by the permission of the 
officers, and sometimes without warrant of law or 
any permission, and cultivated the soil. It is the 
opinion of the Department that these reserves 
ought not to be subjected, as they never have 
been hitherto subjected, to ordinary preémption 
claims, but should be sold under some regulations 
which will do justice to the actual settlers, and 
also to the Government of the United States. 
This is the purpose which the War Department 


seeks to accomplish in respect to these reserves. | 


Embodying that policy, as I understand, a bill 


House, agreed on in the Committee on Public 
Lands, as | am informed by the chairman, carrying 
out that policy. It authorizes sales under the 
general direction of the President. 

That is the general policy in regard to the mili- 
tary reserves. In reference to this particular 


reserve, a different policy is proposed by the bill || 


now before the Senate. It is proposed to allow 
the settlers upon the lands—no matter whether of 


Some of those lands are of very considerable | 


value. I do not pretend to say that it is not proper, 
in this particular instance, that there should be a 


departure from the general system contemplated | 


by the general bill; but if there is to be such a 
departure, | say that the heirs of Stephen John- 
ston, whose claim | am bound to represent here, 
ought to have the privilege which is contemplated 
by this amendment, and I desire to ask the atten- 


tion of the Senate to a brief statement showing | 


what that claim is. 
Stephen Johnston was an employee of the Gov- 


ernment during the war of 1812. He was em- | 


ployed, es I understand, upon a dangerous mis- 
sion, and, in the execution of his duties, he was 
killed by the Indians, At a subsequent day, the 
United States made a treaty wih the Indian tribe 
by whom he was killed, and they, considering the 
loss which the family had sustained in consequence 
of the killing of their father by the tribe, made 


Wayne, in the State of Indiana. 


duty, surrendered those lands to the Generaf Gov- 
ernment, desiring toobtain some which were nearer 
their own place of residence in Ohio. 
arose, however, and they were not permitted to 
locate other lands. The surrender was actepted, 
and a certificate issued authorizing them to locate 
it on any other lands of the United States not 
subject to preémption; but some peculiar difficul- 
ties arose, in consequence of which they were not 
able to locate it on the land they desired. 

The representative of these children, in August 
last offered to purchase a half-section of these 
lands. He applied to the Commissioner of the 


. General Land office to direct the register at Min- 


neapolis, within whose district the lands lie, to 
permit him to make the entry. The Commissioner 
declined, upon the ground that the lands were to 
be offered at public sale; that they were valuable 
lands which were to be disposed of to the highest 
bidder at public sale; and that, therefore, the inter- 
ests of the Government would not permit this half- 
Section to be located by a warrant of the kind 
which this family held. An appeal was taken to 





the Secretary of the Interior, [called u 
| Secretary of the Interior, and I then sta 


}} 


| 


| 


remote or recent date—to enter the lands under | 
the ordinary preémption law at $1 25 an acre. || 





i} 


has passed this House, and is now in the other | 
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the 
to him 
/that | thought the controversy was between the 





| person representing these children and holding this | 
| certificate, and other persons who would be per- | 


| mitted to take the lands at one dollar and twenty- 
| five cents an acre. The Secretary of the Interior 
| said that would not be the case; that the Govern- 
ment had determined, inasmuch as those lands 
had very great value, to rsist upon a public sale 
ofthem. Now, this bill proposes to give to the 
setilers upon those lands the lands themselves, at 
one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. What 
I ask is, that, since they are not to be sold at 
public sale, since the only objection which was 
made upon the part of the Government to permit- 


ting this family to locate their warrant or cer- | 
|| tificate is removed, the Government shall fulfill its 


contract with these persons. That isall. The 
| certificate is a pledge to them that they shall have 


the privilege of entering it upon any land not | 
subject to preémption. This land was not subject || 
| to preémption. The entry has been made; the | 


| certificate has been tendered at the Land Office; | 
the rights of their representative are fixed, and | 
this bill does not take them away, if the land is | 


reserved from public sale. 
party was fixe 


offered at public sale. That was conceded by the 
officer of the Government. Now, all I ask is, that 
the amendment may be adopted, which will give 
to this party the land to which he was entitled. 
If the bill be passed, most undoubtedly, it seems 
to me, this individual is entitled to the rights which 
he claims. What objection can be made toi? 


| It may be said that it will interfere with some 


actual settlers; but the amendment itself provides 
that it shall interfere with the rights of no actual 
settlement made at the time of the tender of the 
certificate at the land office. 
the rights of the party were fixed, in August last, 
only six months ago, there was no actual settler 


by the tender of the certificate at | 
| the Land Office, unless those lands were to be || 


I say the right of the | 


| 


on this land; and if there was, his rights are pro- | 


tected by the amendment. But there was none, 


or otherwise the certificate would not have been | 


tendered. FElence the amendment can do no harm 
to anybody, unless it be somebody who has gone 
in since August last, for the purpose of obtaining 


| possession of those lands at $1 25 per acre, know- 
| ing them to be worth a considerable sum more 
|| than that.. If that was the object, that person is 
| not entitled to protection. If, with this entry made 


| tract with the Government, a person went in and | 
|| took possession of the particular section of land to | 


at the land office, in pursuance of a solemn con- 


| which this entry applies, he has no right to hold 


| it against the entry. I hope, therefore, the amend- | 


ment will be agreed to, notwithstanding the oppo- 


| sition of my friend from Michigan. 


days of the session. 


an appropriation of certain lands for his benefit. || Senate do now adjourn. 


Those lands were situated somewhere near Fort | 


not debatable. 


stand, likely to be contested. 
ate is inattentive and weary; and | think, sir, we 


inevitable exhaustions and fatigues of the latter 
I therefore move that the 


Mr. DOUGLAS and Mr. STUART called for 


; : _ . ., || the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 
At a subsequent period the children of this indi- || 


vidual, who was thus slain in the discharge of his | 


Mr. STUART. I think we can dispose of the 
bill even before the yeas and nayscan be taken. | 


/ can exolain the matter in five minutes. I have for 


' | two weeks—— 
Difficulties || 


Mr. DAWSON. Is debate in order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motionis 
The Secretary will call the roll. 
The yeas were 19, and the nays 17; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Benjamin, Chase, Clayton, 


| Dawson, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Gillette, Morton, 





| Pearce, Rusk, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, 


Wade, Weller, Wells, and Wilson—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bel, Bright, Brodhead, Cooper, Doug- 
las, Geyer, Gwin, Hunter, James, Jones of Lowa, Maliory, 
Mason, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, and Wright—17. 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, February 26, 1855. 
The House met at eleven o’clock,a.m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henry Sticer. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by Mr. 


|| Mr. PHELPS. 


dment. 
he Journal of Saturday was read and approved. || amendment 


| 





|| draw that motion, and to move an amendment to 


| 


At that time, when || 


Assury Dicxms, their Secretary, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed bills of the 


| following titles: 


An act to continue the removal of the rocks at 
Hell Gate and Diamond Reef, New York har- 
bor; 

An act for the improvement of the Arkansas 
river; 

An act making an appropriation to continue the 
improvement of the Tennessee river; 

An act to continue the improvement of the Flud- 
son river, mn the Stateof New York; 

An act making an appropriation for refunding 
to the citizens of Wilmington certain moneys 
advanced by them and expended by the agent of 
the Uni ed States in the improvement of the Cape 
Fear river, North Carolina; 

An act for continuing the improvement of the 
harbor of Newcastle; 

An act for continuing certain public works in 
the State of Massachusetts; 

An act for the construction of a harbor on the 
east side of Reedy Island; 

An act for continuing the improvement of Mo- 
bile bay; 

An act to continue the improvement of the har- 
bor of Charlest: n, South Carolina; 

An act for continuing the improvement of the 
harbor of Dubuque, on the Mississippi river, in 
the State of lowa; 

An act making appropriations for the improve- 
ment of certain harbors on the northern lakes; 

An act to establish the collection district of Per- 
petua and Port Orford in the Territory of Oregon, 
and to fix the salaries of the officers of the cus- 
toms therein; and 

Anact to prevent mistrials in the circuit courts 
of the United States, in certain cases; 

In which he asked the concurrence of the 
House. 

Also, that the Senate had passed, without 
amendment, bills of the House of the following 
titles: 

An act to remodel the diplomatic and consular 


| systems of the United States; and 


had better husband our strength for some of the || 


An act making an appropriation for the military 
defenses at Proctor’s Landing, in Louisiana. 

Also, that the Senate had passed, with amend- 
ment, bills of the Llouse of the following titles; in 
which he asked the concurrence of the House: 

An act authorizing the corporate authorities of 
Georgetown to impose additional taxes, and for 
other purposes; and 

An act granting certain additional powers to the 
city of Washington. ~ 


RIGHT OF WAY IN KANSAS. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the consideration of the bill of the Hoase 


|| (No. 665) granting the mght of way to the W yan- 
Mr. PEARCE. ‘This amendment is, I under- | 
It is late; the Sen- | 


dot and Pawnee railroad through public lands in 
the Territory of Kansas, introduced on Saturday 
last by the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. Disney. } 
Mr. DICKINSON. I appeal to the gentieman 
from Ohio to yield me the floor for a moment, to 


| enable me to introduce a resolution from the Com- 
| mittee on the Library, providing for the reprinting 


i 





! 


| lar order of business. 


| 


| 


of certain copies of Wiikes’s Expedition. - 
Mr. PHELPS. I object, and demand the regu- 
l ask the gentleman from 
Ohio to yield me the floor for a moment, to enable 
me to withdraw the motion made by me in reference 


|| to the bill introduced by him. 


] 
| 


Mr. DISNEY. - | waiil yield for that purpose. 
Mr. PHELPS. On Saturday last | moved to 
recommit the bill under consideration to the Com- 


| mittee on Public Lands, for the purpose of keep- 


ing it before the House. I now desire to with- 
the bill, which I believe to be preferable to the bill 
as it stands. I shall move to strike out all after 
| the enacting clause, and to insert a substitute for 
| the bill. And to enable me to offer the amend- 
| ment, I ask the gentleman from Kansas, {Mr. 
| Warrriezp,} and the gentieman from California, 


| (Mr. Larnam,] to withdraw the amendment sub- 


| mitted by them on Saturday. 
Mr. Weaeue and Mr. Latuam agreed to 
withdraw their amendments. 

I now propose to offer my 


Mr. PECKHAM. I rise toa question of order. 
The point of order | submit is, that the genticman 
from Ohio cannot yield the floor to allow other 
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members to submit motions, and still retain it 
Limeelf. 


members to aa the floor for that purpose. 
Mr. PECKHAM. To make an independent 


mation? 


The SPEAKER. To make an independent | 
Itisa ee practice, if nota 


motion. 
regular one. It has been the practice for members 
holding the floor to yield for explanation, or to 
submit amendments. The gentleman from Ohio 
would have the right to offer the amendment him- 
self, and he has the right to yield the floor to the 
gentlemen from Missouri to offer it. 

Mr. PECKHAM. | objected because the gen- 
tleman refused to yield the floor to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Dickinson) to transact 
equally important business. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
after the enacting clause of the bill, and to insert 
as follows: 

That the provisions of the act entitled “‘An act granting 
the right of way to rail and plank roads, and Macadamized 


turnpikes passing through public lands belonging to the 
United States,” approved August 4, 1852, be, and the same 


is hereby, extended to the public lands in the Territories o | of the House, which are very complex, and they 


the United States. 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL ‘GLOBE: 


|| error in the enrollment of a bill passed last ses- 





|| sion. 
The SPEAKER. The practice has been for | 


| 


On the 4th of August, this right of way was | 


qrereed through the public lands situated in the 
Stutes, but not through those in the Territories of 
the United States. My amendment proposes to 
extend the provisions of that act to the public lands 
in the Territories, thereby avoiding the necessity 
for this special legislation. 1 demand the previous 
question on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

The SPEAKER, There is an amendment 


Cries of ** Order !’’ **Order!’’} 

he question was then taken on Mr. Pecr- 
Ham's motion, and the House refused to lay the 
bill upon the table. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. SEWARD. I rise to a question of privi- 
lege. 
will recognize the chairman of the standing com- 
mittees, so as to further legislation that affétts 
the general interests of the country. Now, toa 
certain extent, | can appreciate that rule which 


has been laid down by the Chair, but it seems to || 


me that it is being carried out too stringently. If 
the House will indulge me, I desire to make a 
suggestion. Under the rules of the House, gen- 


|| eral appropriation bilis can be taken up by a ma- 
I now move to strike out all | 


jority vote, so that the bills appropriating money 
to pay the current expenses of the country cannot 
| be jeoparded by putting them in the same condi- 
tion as other bills, which can only be taken up 
under a suspension of the rules, by a two third 
vote. There are seventy four or seventy five new 
members here, who are not familiar with the rules 


are stricken down, and their interests are compelled 
to suffer under the rule that the Speaker has estab- 
lished. 


The gentleman from Ohio, as chairman of the || 


Committee on Public Lands, has reported two 
bills this morning, and yet the Chair, under this 
rule, permits him to retain the floor, and as one 
bill 1s disposed of, to report another, until all the 


business confided to that committee shall have |! 


been disposed of. Now | submit to the Speaker, 


|| what benefit that rule of the House allowing the 


pending to the original bill to strike out ‘ one | 


mile,”’ and insert ** one hundred yards.”’ 
Mr. SMITH, of Alabama. 
amendment, and I now withdraw it. 
The question was then taken on Mr. Puerps’s 
substitute; and it was agreed to. 


The bill wae ordered to be engrossed and read | 


a third time, and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ing!y read the third time, and pasred. 

The title was amended so as to conform to the 
action of the House. 

Several Members here addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Diswey] is upon the floor for the purpose of 
making reports from the Committee on Public 
Lands, which is the business in order. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Will the gentleman from 
Ohio give way to me for a single moment, to en- 
able me to report a resolution from the Committee 
on the Library ? 

Mr. DISNEY. TI have no discretion upon the 
ssubject. Lam acting under positive instructions 
with respect to the course which | shell pursue. 
More than two applications have been made to 
me by gentlemen who have matters to bring before 
the House, which will ‘only take one minute.” 
I repeat that I have no discretion in the matter, 
and cannot yield. 


- The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio | 


will proceed. 
VIRGINIA MILITARY DISTRICT IN OHIO. 


Mr. DISNEY, from the Committee on Public 
Landa, reported back, with a recommendation 


that it do pass, a bill allowing the further time of | 
two years to those holding lands by entries in the | 


Virginia military district in Ohio, which were 
made prior to the Ist of July, 1852, to have the 
same surveyed and patented. 

The bili was read in extenso. 

Mr. DISNEY. 1 will enly say to the House 
that the object of that bill is merely to correct an 


error of the enrolling clerk at the last session, by || 
which the word “ton” was enrolled *‘or,” making | 


nonsense of the bill. {It simply proposes a re- 
enactment of a bill passed last session. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
& third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I move that the bill do lie 
upon the table 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I hope the gentle- 
than from New York will withdraw that motion, 
and hear me for a single minute. 

Mr. PECKHAM. | decline to withdraw it. . 

Mr. TAYLOR. The bill only corrects a single 


rules to be suspended any time during the last ten 


| days of the session can be to us, under this strin- || 
|| gent rule? 


I offered that | 


I want it to be understood, that I do 
not mean to be discourteous to the Speaker, be- 
cause | am satisfied that the Speaker has tried to 
do justice to us all, but I think the construction 
he has given to the rules wrong in itself. 

The SPEAKER. If the Chair were to fol- 
low the suggestion made by the gentleman frorh 
Georgia, he would give the floor to him, and the 
| consequence would be, that of the two hundred 


| and thirty five gentlemen wanting the floor, the 


| Mr. SEWARD. 


| gentleman from Georgia would alone be gratified 
by the Chair having departed from his duty, 
under the rules, which is to announce the business 
in order under the rules. That is all the Chair 
has done. During the morning hour reports are in 
order from the Committee on Pablic Lands. The 
Committee on Public Lands is now being called, 
and the Chair recognized the gentleman from Ohio 
to make reports from that committee. 
I hope the Speaker does not 
/understand me as meaning in any way to reflect 
upon the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. Not at all; but the Chair 
wishes to state to the gentleman from Georgia the 
difficulties which would arise in following his sug- 

| gestion, because it is impossible that all the gen- 


|| tlemen on the floor can be heard, and all the bills 


| 





| 


j 





acted upon, on which action is desired by them, 
and in the opinion of very many that impossibility 
will be attended by hardships. The Chair is 
aware of the existence of that fact. But the Chair 
would say to the gentleman from Georgia that 
he is only executing the rule, not laying down 
any new rule. And the rule,as the Chair under- 
stands it, is that it is in order to call for reports 
during the morning hour. Reports from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands are now in order. When 
the morning hour will have expired, then other 
business may be taken up. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I desire to inquire from the 
| Chair whether it has not been the practice of the 
House to call for reports of committees, and to 
allow but one report to be made from each com- 
mittee? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair never knew any 
such practice to be followed in this body. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to ask the Chair 
one question. 

The SPEAKER. It must be by leave of the 
House, and of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Disner,] who is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DISNEY. I yield to the gentleman from 
Alabama, Ate Hovstow,] for an inquiry. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to know whether it 
is not in order, if I can get the floor at any time 





~ 


The Speaker has laid down a rule, that he | 








February 26, 


| during the morning hour, to move to suspend the 
rales, and go into the Committee of the Whol. 
on the state of the Union for the purpose of taking 
| up some of the general business? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide tha 
| point when it arises. Under a certain state of the 
case it would be, while under another state jt 
would not be. The gentleman from Ohio is 
under the rules of the House, entitled to the floor. 
If these rules are wrong, the House can alter 
| them at its pleasure. 


LANDS FOR RAILROADS IN MICHIGAN, 


Mr. DISNEY. I am directed by the Commit. 
tee on Public Lands to report back, with one 
* amendment, Senate bill (No. 84) granting to the 
| State of Michigan lands in alternate sections to 
aid in the construction of the Oakland and Ottawa 
| railroad, and a railroad from the Grand Rapids 
| to the Straits of Mackinaw, and a railroad from 
Pontiac via Pere Marquette river, Manitowoc and 
| Ontonagon river, to Kewana Point, witha branch 
to the vicinity of Carp river, upon Lake Superior, 
Mr. PERKINS, of:Louisiana. I ask the gen. 
_tleman from Ohio to yield me the floor for the par- 
| pose of offering an amendment to the amendment 
| proposed by the Committee on Public Lands. 
| Mr. DISNEY. I yield the floor for that pur. 
| pose only. 
Mr. PERKINS. 





I send up to the Clerk’s desk 

| the amendment which I wish to offer. 

| The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Disney.) Is it the 

|| purpose of the gentieman from Ohio to have this 

|| bill put upon its passage ? 

| Mr. DISNEY. Itis. 

| TheSPEAKER. Then is it the desire of an 

gentleman on the floor to have the bill read? i 
is very long. 

| = LETCHER, and others. Yes; let it be 
| read. 

| Mr. WHEELER. 

|| upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
| is on the floor, (to Mr. Perkins.) The gentleman 
| from Louisiana will state where his amendment is 
| to apply. 

Mr. PERKINS. I offer the amendment to the 
| bill introduced by the gentleman from Ohio, or to 
| so much of it as describes one of the railroads 

mentioned therein—the Shreveport and Louisiana 
railroad. 

Mr. DISNEY. Then I understand the gentle- 
man from Louisiana merely offers that as an 
| amendment to that part of the bill descriptive of 
a particular road. 

Mr. PERKINS. That is so. 

The bill was read in extenso by the Clerk. 


The amendments reported by the committee 
were then read as follows: 


Strike out all of the first section down to the proviso, 
and insert the following in lieu thereof : 

‘That to aid in the construction of a railroad from the 
Grand Rapids to the $traits of Mackinaw, and a railroad 
from Pontiac via Pere Marquetie river, Manitowoc and 
Ontonagon river, upon Lake Superior, there shall be, and 
| hereby is granted to said State a quantity of land equal to 
one half of six sections in width on each side of the line of 


I move that the bill be laid 





said roads respectively, to be taken of the vacant lands in 
the odd numbered sections within fifteen miles on each side 
of and nearest to said road, where sufficient lands for that 
purpose can be found vacant in each lateral tier of sections, 
and not otherwise ; and the lands remaining to the Govern- 
ment in the even numbered sections, coextensive will the 
selections for said roads respectively, shall not be sold for 
less than double the ordinary minimum price. The said 
State shall also be authorized to take from the Government 
lands within the said limits, free of cust, the necessary ma- 
terials of timber, earth, stone, gravel, &c., for the construc- 
tion of said roads respectively, with the necessary culveris, 
bridges,” &e. 


Strike out sections two and three, which read as fol- 


ows: 

Sec.2. And be it further enacted, That the sections, and 
parts of sections of land, which, by such grant shall remain 
to the United States within six miles of each side of said 
roads and branch, shall not be sold for less than double the 
minimum price of the public lands when sold, nor shall 
any of the lands become subject to private entry until the 
same shall have been offered to be sold at the increased 


price. 

Sec. 3. “nd he it further enacted, That th id lands 
beveby ted to said State shall be subject to the disposal 
of the Legislature thereof, for the aforesaid, and 
no other; and the said roads shall be, and remain a public 
highway for the use of the Government of the United ae 
free from toll or other charge as the transportation 
any property or troops of the United States. 

Mr. DISNEY. The amendments reported by 
the Committee on Public Lands are simply to 
strike out the balance of the words provided for 
in the Senate bill. 
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